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The Strategy of
the Slingshot
t h e r u d d y - f a c e d young shepherd David faced the arrogant
Philistine giant in mortal combat, he needed the best weapons
available. He tried on Saul’s armor for size, but had the good judgment
to reject it. It was just right for Saul, but not for him.
David “ chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put
them in a shepherd’s bag . . . and his sling was in his hand” (1 Sam.
17:40). He resisted the temptation to employ weapons he had not proved,
however heavy, however fancy, and however prestigious they may have
been.
That which he admired in the hands of another was not to be se
lected for his own use; at least not for that reason. His strategy was to
use what he knew best, stay with tested and proven skills, maintain his
own identity, and “ be h im self’ out there in the valley of Elah facing the
crisis of his life.
His was the strategy of the slingshot, and therein lies a lesson for
preachers everywhere. They, too, face giants as big and ugly as Goliath.
They need all the courage they can muster, but they need also the wis
dom to assess their own strengths and weaknesses. They need the sound
judgment which enables them to see that they serve Christ best when
they dedicate to Him what they do best, not what they wish they could
do, or what someone else does so well. They reach their highest levels of
effectiveness when they choose to “ be themselves” in His name.
Take for example the case of Rev. J. Wellington Doe. His name is
fictional, but his story is true. He moves to a new church which has
more members, raises more money, and is composed of more profes
sional and highly educated people than he has seen in any other church
where he has been the pastor. Facing this “ giant,” he knows he needs
something special if the battle is to be won. He fails to realize the reason
he is there is because of who he is. He chooses a strange armor, an un
tried strategy, a different approach. He strains to use bigger words, more
sophisticated language, deeper philosophical thoughts. The results
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sound like a constant flow of meaningless jargon. Even his highly edu
cated members can find little meaning in his multiplicity of words, and
would have genuinely appreciated his skills with the slingshot which he
could have used so well.
This courageous young pastor then becomes the victim of his choice
of weapons. He had in his hand the weapon he knew how to use, and it
could have made the difference. But he did not use it. On his shoulders,
“ Saul’s armour” did not fit, and against “ Goliath” he didn’t have a
chance. He was carried off the field of battle wounded, if not destroyed,
and the giant remained more defiant than ever, taunting and ridiculing
those who earnestly contend for the faith.
It need not be that way. St. Bernard, centuries ago, wrote, “ I
preached myself, and the scholars came up and praised me. Today I
preached Christ, and the sinners came up and thanked m e.”
The preacher has in his hand the most effective weapon of all
against the forces of wickedness, and to some it may seem crude and
inadequate. But it is “ the gospel of Christ,” which “ is the power of God
unto salvation,” that he wields. It is by “ the foolishness of preaching”
that men are saved, however weak such a weapon may seem to some.
And it is through a God-called person that the gospel is preached. It is
that person, not another, whom God chooses on a given occasion to use
as His instrument. The preacher is wise when he chooses his own weap
on, and when he is willing to be himself.
Certainly this does not suggest there is any license for a lack of
preparation. David had practiced with his sling by the hour. He had
tried every size and shape stone, every design for a sling, and had de
veloped by hard work and diligent application the control of his muscles
and the coordination of his mind and body. He had tested his skill under
every condition, and found that it worked against the lion and the bear
when his life and the lives of his sheep were at stake.
Of greatest importance, David had seen the hand of the Lord God
of Israel in it all. His sling, his smooth stones, and his strong arm were
the Lord’s. It was God who guided, and God who gave whatever success
he achieved. He could declare to the king and his court, “ The Lord that
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out o f the paw of the bear,
he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine” (17:37).
The strategy of the slingshot becomes all the more to be desired
when we are reminded that it places our faith where it belongs. We
know what we can do, for this has been tested many times. But more
important, we are aware that our sling and stones are ineffective unless
God takes control. This is the condition in which He always comes
through, when we know we must depend upon Him. When we risk all
because we do depend upon Him, does He ever fail?
So it was that David met the taunts of his adversary with the reply,
“ Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield:
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord o f hosts, the God of the armies
of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This day the Lord will deliver thee
into mine hand” (17:45-46).
And God did exactly that— with the help of a shepherd, of all peo
ple; using a sling, of all things; with a simple trust in the God who never
fails.
The P re a ch e r’s Magazine

Biographical serm ons are easier to preach
than some other serm onic forms, but they
require sweat and toil if they are to be
effective.

Biographical Preaching:
Easier yet Effective

,

By Gordon Chilvers*

a s t o r y is the most suc
cessful way of teaching any sub
ject, experts tell us. Preachers can
use that information to simplify their
sermon preparation without losing
its value.
Biographical preaching, which is
adopting the story to homiletic form,
holds many advantages for us preach
ers. Men who have specialized in it
have told us what it can do for our
hearers.
F. B. Meyer, well known on both
sides of the Atlantic, commends it:
“To recruit a dwindling congrega
tion; to sustain interest in a crowded
one; to awaken new devotion to the
Bible; and to touch the many chords
of human life— there is nothing to be
compared with a reverent retelling
of the stories of the Bible heroes and
saints.”
Clarence E. Macartney of Pitts
burgh wrote: “ It is not possible to
preach on the great men of the Bible
without speaking practical and tim e
ly truths to the people, and in a way
that everyone will understand. The
great advantage of such preaching is
that you summon these men them 
selves into the pulpit to preach for
you.”
B iogra p h ica l prea ch in g h olds a
e l l in g

T
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popular appeal because human ex
periences do not change over the
years. Bible people have the same
problems and joys that we have. Re
ferring to a biblical incident in Ishmael’s life, Joseph Parker says: “ As
through a door ajar, we may see a
good deal of human life on what
might be called its tragical side. The
details are ancient and local, but the
meaning is flowing around our life
today, and should be understood by
all who are seeking the great prin
ciples rather than the passing inci
dents of human history.”
W e b e g in ou r b io g r a p h ic a l
preaching by choosing a character,
at first avoiding those whose bio
graphical details can be given in one
line. If not, we should meet the un
necessary difficulties of going beyond
what is said or despairing because we
have so little information at our dis
posal.
Having chosen our biblical charac
ter, we learn all we can about him,
especially on the particular incident
that is to be the foundation of our
sermon. Our Bible dictionary will
give the essential facts of his life. We
look carefully to see if more than one
character bears the name—the Biblfe
speaks of 13 Obadiahs.
Then we study our commentaries
on the Bible passage, and the bio3

graphical works on the biblical per
sonality. When any Near Eastern
manners or customs are involved that
differ from our own, we consider their
sig n ifica n ce for the b iog ra p h ica l
study. When relevant, we consider
the geographical facts and consult
our Bible atlas.
We then prayerfully meditate on
the facts we have collected. We seek
spiritual insight into the workings of
human nature. We try to understand
the workings of God in providence
and grace.
Then, but not before, we are ready
to use our imaginations to help us
see the situation more clearly. This
will give life to our subject and help
us make our presentation more vivid
to our congregation. While lively
imaginations are not the special gift
of every preacher, we can develop
them enormously by constantly and
reverently using what we already
have. We should be careful to see
that our imagination is controlled by
revealed facts.
We are now ready to organize our
material. This organization is neces
sary, as every sermon worthy of the
name must have an essential unity.
A close examination of printed ser
mons by outstanding preachers will
show amazing diversity in that or
ganizing, but all will show it clearly.
Organization is in the long run a
time-saver. It enables the preacher
to select and arrange his materials
more easily. The hearer also gains.
Organization helps him grasp the
significance of what is said, to re
member the lessons of the sermon.
Both are necessary as a preliminary
in applying the Christian truth of the
sermon to personal life.
In our organization, we draw out
the one specific idea that will control
the whole range of the sermon. We
should try to express this in one crys
tal-clear sentence. If we cannot do
this, then probably the idea is not
4

clear in our own minds. It is good to
write this down at the top of our
notes.
Knowing the teaching of the pas
sage, and what result we hope to
achieve from the sermon, we divide
our material and set it under head
ings. These usually number three or
four, though some preachers have
done well with two, especially when
they are used in contrast, or with
seven or eight. The precise number
will be controlled by the specific re
quirements of the sermon.
Next we label the divisions. Much
variety is possible in making head
ings. They can be brief questions on
the subject. We could take an inci
dent in the life of Obadiah of Elijah’s
day (1 Kings 18) and ask: (1) W ho is
Obadiah? (2) What did Obadiah do?
(3) What was its significance?
Alliteration has been profitably
used by some preachers. It helps the
h ea rer’ s m em ory. Y et allitera tion
must never be used where diverse
letters would give clearer or more
accurate headings. On Obadiah we
could have: (1) Obadiah’s career. (2)
Obadiah’s character. (3) Obadiah’s
cowardice.
Either of these types of headings
will enable the hearer to learn easily,
and to remember the outstanding
facts of the incident or the biblical
character’s life.
If the speaker has the teaching of
biographical facts only as his objec
tive, this sort of heading will serve
him well. Yet the preacher is aiming
to do more than that. He wants the
congregation to leave the sanctuary
not only a little more familiar with
the biblical facts, but with a deter
mination to do the will of God, and to
begin at once.
The preacher therefore seeks for
his congregation to learn important
human facts in the light of Christian
truth, and see how they are illustrated
in the life of the biblical character in
The P re a ch e r’s M agazine

the chosen incident. To do this he
will state his headings in propositions
in the present tense.
A furt her advantage of this method
is that he wants his hearers to believe
the essential truths. The hearer re
membering the list of questions or of
words has little value unless he also
remembers what was crucial in the
paragraphs. If the propositions are
stamped on his mind, they may re
mind him of G od’s will when he is
tempted to ignore it.
Taking again the incident in Obadiah’s life, we could have:
1. A man can do godly deeds in a
wicked place.
2. A man in a wicked place can be
tempted to compromise.
3. Compromise unfits a man for
serving God.
We still find it a good practice to
announce and repeat these headings.
They are the skeleton of our sermon.
Subheadings will help keep our
organization strong and clear. This
will prevent our taking our hearers on
a circular tour instead of leading
them from point to point.
For every sort of heading used in
the sermon, one danger arises. We
must be sure that the subject of one
heading could not be legitimately
mentioned under another heading.
Two parts o f the sermon demand
special attention. The final para
graph is the sermon’s goal. Being the
last words of the sermon the congre
gation hears, it will be what will ring
in their ears as they leave the sanc
tuary.
The final paragraph must be per
sonal, so that the hearer is not lost in
generalities. When it is individual,
the hearer will see more effectively
how it affects him. Though the basis
of our sermon is an incident that
happened many years ago, the final
paragraph must be in the present
tense. We are keen to move the will
April, 1975

of the hearer, so that he believes or
does something and begins at once.
James Reid, in his sermon “ The
Victory of God in the Disasters of
Life,” appeals to his hearers to ac
cept the view that “ all things work
together for good to them that love
G od.” He concludes: “ Those who
accept the purpose of God in Christ
and give themselves to it in loyal
faith and service find there the se
cret of a continual victory— a victory
in which life with all it holds of joy or
woe becomes subdued to the mighty
mastery of love.”
As this paragraph is so crucial to
the hearer, we must prepare it with
the utmost care. If we write out little
else, we ought to write out the last
paragraph in full.
The next most important part of
the sermon is the opening. These may
be the only words of the sermon some
of the congregation will hear. We
need to catch the attention of the
hearers from the first moments, be
cause our sermon is all of one piece
and any part that they miss will be a
loss to them. Also, if we do not get
their attention at once, it will be
harder for us to get it at all.
We should make this paragraph as
dramatic as possible. To do this, it
should move rapidly. Our hearers are
keen to know on which route we are
taking them, and how we purpose ar
riving at our destination. Moving
rapidly is especially important when
the hearers are fairly familiar with
the subject.
This is a special spot for using our
sanctified imagination to good pur
pose. The best preachers score high
marks here. In his sermon on Eutychus, C. E. Macartney began with
the words, “ Sound asleep! Fallen in
to a deep sleep, and under such a
preacher as P aul!”
A personal incident, one that does
not glorify the preacher, is often a
good way to start. In his sermon
5

“ David—the Man After and Against
G od’s Heart,” C. E. Macartney’s
first paragraph is: “ A man once wrote
me after hearing a sermon on David
and asked me, ‘Why do you think so
much of David?’ and then went on to
enumerate some of D avid’s gross
transgressions. Perhaps the best an
swer would be, ‘Because God thought
much of him .’ ”
This opening paragraph must be
as interesting as we can make it. To
be interesting, we must say some
thing fresh, or say it in a fresh way if
it is familiar. People will be bored if
we repeat in the same way what
they have heard earlier. What is un
usual will grip, because it suggests to

our hearers that all we shall say will
have a welcome freshness.
Biographical sermons are easier on
the minister who seeks to preach well
than some sermonic forms. Yet they
require blood, sweat, and toil if we
are to give our congregations our best.
What can we expect from our la
bors? Our hearers will see that the
Bible is as relevant to the twentieth
century as it was to the second cen
tury. They will know that God has
already given an answer to the type
of problem that baffles them today.
They will mature rapidly as they
learn from biblical incidents to walk
closely with the Lord and rely fully
on His resources.

there’s
in your ct\urch

.

Congregational Singing Can Be Exciting
By Keith Showalter*

ow m a n y t i m e s have you suf
fered from the song service
“ blahs” ? Unfortunately, Excedrin
can’t relieve that headache. Yet all
is not lost. If your worship service
seems to be weak for the first 20 min
utes on Sunday morning, perhaps

H
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some simple hints may help add
meaning.
After selecting the songs which are
to be used, and studying the message
content of each, try using a few of
these ideas.
1.
Let’s assume the first song of
the morning is a worship hymn. It
lends itself to a moderately brisk
The P re a ch e r’s M agazine

tempo, has verses that are meat in
doctrine, and is faith-lifting. Try
slowing the tem po for the last verse,
turning all vibrato off on the organ,
and instructing the choir to sing in
unison on the melody, thus backing
the congregation with the strong,
majestic sound. It is really uplifting.
2. Another idea that works nicely
on the same type of song is having
the organist and pianist change keys
and move the song a half or whole
step higher. The tem po may also be
slowed. If a church has no choir, this
procedure will add much the same
atmosphere as the first suggestion.
This means that the instrumentalists
must transpose the song— or “ play by
ear.” If they cannot do this spon
taneously, they should be informed
in advance which song will be used,
so they can write out the transposi
tion. Or, fortunately, many of the
older hymns and gospel songs are
written in different keys, depending
upon the hymnal you use. For exam
ple, I have found “ Amazing Grace,”
“ B lessed A ss u ra n ce ,” “ W h at a
Friend,” and others in different keys.
Make a place in your library for col
lecting old hymnals.
3. A very effective idea I use often
is to have various people or groups
sing particular verses, such as a solo
ist on a given verse, the choir, the
ladies of choir and congregation, or
the men.
It seems best not to use more than
two of these ideas in a song. You can
overdo it. Be sure to give the victori
ous, positive, conclusive, or majestic
verse to the men. This reminds the
men that they should be the spiritual
power of the family.
4. Try singing a verse or two with
out the instruments. Admonish ev
eryone to sing a part whether it be
“ melody, alto, tenor, bass, or mono
tone.” It is worship we want, not per
fectly b len d e d v o ice s . Som e who
enjoy singing the most are those who
A pril, 1975

can’t sing very well. Songs that are
excellent for this idea include such as
“ I Will Praise H im ” and “ The Old
Rugged Cross.” For Sunday evening
you might use “ Wonderful Grace of
Jesus” or “ Master, the Tempest Is
Raging.”
5. Try giving instruction to the
congregation as well as the choir con
cerning volume for different verses.
This can be done while the congrega
tion is singing. For instance, after
singing a verse of “ Take the Name of
Jesus with Y ou,” lean forward and
softly say into a close microphone,
“ Let’s sing the chorus softly.” This
causes people to look for the message
or emotion you are trying to convey.
It is rewarding.
6. Do not be afraid of leaving out
a chorus between two verses if it adds
to the meaning of the song. For ex
ample, the whole story of sanctifica
tion can be seen in the song “ I Will
Praise H im .” It can be even more
dynamic if the chorus is omitted be
tween the second and third verses.
The second verse ties the act of com 
plete submissiveness and consecra
tion to G od’s sending the “ blessing”
in verse three, if it is not interrupted
by the chorus.
7. Encourage your people to sing
thoughts and not just phrases. Con
sider the song mentioned above. If
we simply sing the phrases, “ Then
G od’s fire upon the altar” ; “ Of my
heart was set aflame” ; “ I shall never
cease to praise H im ” ; “ Glory, glory
to His nam e!” we miss the blessing
of the message found in the lines,
“ Then God’s fire upon the altar of
my heart was set aflame. I shall never
cease to praise Him. Glory, glory to
His nam e!”
Since using several of these ideas
I’ve picked up from others, I have
seen the “ blah” disappear for myself
and my congregation. The congrega
tion becomes a great big, beautiful
choir, and they love it.
7
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2. THE PASTOR:
M A N B E T W E E N THE TIMES
“Whoever would be great among you must be your servant.”
(Mark 10:43, RSV)
Another pastor-friend of mine has
just resigned his church, and an
nounced his acceptance of a position
in secular employment— “ tent mak
ing” he called it. Like too many
others I have known, he has grown
restive with the servant-task of pas
toral ministry and has decided he can
be a more effective Christian outside
the creaky, crusty, barnacle-covered
old institution.
I will grant that my friend has a
point: servanthood is often tedious
business. If we would achieve great
ness in the company of believers,
then we must be the servants of all.
That means giving attention to all
kinds of organizing, promoting, ar
ranging, and maintaining trivia in
regard to the program of the church
which others are unable to perform.
It is the servant’s task to make ready
the people of God for the coming of
the King, and clean up after the worsh ip -celeb ra tio n is over. Granted,
there is great inspiration in such ser
vice; mostly, however, it is perspira
tion. Callicles asks Socrates, “ How
can a man be happy who is servant of
anything?” Many respond that they
cannot be happy in such an innocu
ous and lowly role as that of the pas
toral servant.
Somehow, my friend— and others
8

— missed the whole point of servant
hood: namely, this is the only sure
and dependable path there is to
greatness— “ Whoever would be great
among you . .
Jesus does not de
spise our desire to achieve, to live
fruitful and useful lives, nor does He
fault those native ambitions and supernaturally inspired visions which
drive us toward seeking our special
place in the sun.
W hat Jesus is saying, however, is
that the servant of God is at the very
crux o f the entire d ivin e-h u m an
drama. He is already right where it
is— if he only had eyes to see it. There
simply is no quicker way to bring the
Kingdom to pass, nor is there a more
effective role guaranteed to get more
sweeping results. There is no promo
tion from servanthood. It is the high
est position in the Kingdom, the very
position which Jesus himself adopted.
“ For the Son of man also came not to
be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:
45, RSV). Let us explore this further.
It is of significance to note that
each of the Evangelists places the
servant-sayings of Jesus (Matt. 20:
26-28; 23:10-12; Mark 9:35; 10:43-45;
Luke 22:26-27; John 13:1 f .— here
Jesus acts out the servant’s role) be
tween predictions o f the Cross and
The P re a ch er's Magazine

the promise of the Kingdom. Con
temporary New Testament scholar
ship has shown us that each of the
Gospel writers reflects a certain theo
logical point of view and seeks to con
vey a specific message in the very
arrangement of his “ raw materials.”
If this position is accepted, then we
must conclude that the placement of
the servan t-sayin gs betw een the
Cross and the Kingdom is not acci
dental. In this manner each of the
Evangelists is trying to tell us some
thing about the dimensions of the
servant’s task. Let us examine the
implications which follow from this
special contextual arrangement.
1. The servant stands at the mid
point between the Cross and the
Kingdom. He stands at the midpoint
in time between the historic saving
deed of God done in the Cross-Resurrection event and the eschatological
consummation at the end of time. He
is the servant of God between the
time of Christ’s first appearing and
final revelation. He is the one called
by God and commissioned by Jesus
to carry out the will and carry on the
work of the absentee Lord until He
comes again (M a tt. 24:45; 25:1,
14f.; Mark 12:2; 13:34; Luke 12:3748; 14:15; 19:13; 20:9).
2. The servant concretizes the kerygma, the proclamation o f the gos
pel. In the person and ministry o f the
servant, the Word continues to be
come flesh and tabernacle among
men. The servant embodies G od’s
solidarity with man and His care for
the world. The servant delivers the
Cross from impotence as a mere
event of past history, and the King
dom from irrelevance as mere wishful
thinking about the future. In the per
son and proclamation of the servant,
the incarnation is present and active.
The servant is G od’s contact point
with the world. Apart from the ser
vant, God simply has no other means
by which to address himself to man.
A pril, 1975

We are blessed in our scientifictechnological age with mind-boggling
means of communication. Many have
rightly seen and aggressively pur
sued the possibilities of such instru
ments for propagating the gospel. It
is now literally possible to blanket
the globe with the Good News, and
saturate any given area until we can
be almost certain that everybody has
really heard— or has everyone? If
radio, television, cassettes, motion
pictures, the printing press, bumper
stickers, mass-distributed salvationformulas were effective, then it would
follow that the United States of Amer
ica should have been converted three
times over by now. Never in the his
tory of the race have a people been so
saturated with the Good News— and
never has it been packaged and mar
keted with such technicolored and
choreographed attractiveness. Yet,
in my neighborhood at least, I believe
that I have witnessed raw paganism
and ungodliness such as would em
barrass the Aguaruna Indians in
Peruvian jungles. Apparently, evan
gelism by proxy is not working out
very well.
There is no evangelism without
rela tio n sh ip ! P la stics, transistors,
celluloid, and printer’s ink cannot
take the place of flesh and blood.
People are not won to Jesus Christ at
long distance. Nor are they converted
by ingesting salvation-formulas. Peo
ple are wrested from the kingdom of
Satan, and translated into the king
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, only when they get close
enough to a servant of God to see a
glistening tear in the eye and feel the
warmth of an arm around the shoul
der.
Consider Saul of Tarsus. None
would question the authenticity of
his heavenly vision or its power to
transform. But after that crisis ex
perience, Paul stumbled in the dark.
N ot until a human being by the name
9

here and now, in the midst of the
of Ananias came, laid his hands on
shadows of this world’s life. He who
him, and prayed for him did the
scales fall from his eyes and he re is coming has already come. Further,
He continues to come, continues to
ceived the blessed baptism with the
bring the power and joy of the King
H oly S p irit. “ The W ord becam e
dom to pass, in and through the op
flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:
eration of the Holy Spirit.
14). That was G od’s method then,
and it is His method now. He has no
Rudolf Bohren, in his book Preach
other way of drawing close to men,
ing and Community, notes: “ These
breathing into their souls the breath
are God’s pastors, who practice pas
of life, apart from the personality of toral Care here and now; they are a
the servant.
sign that the sun is really rising, that
P. T. Forsyth put it this way:
the kingdom of heaven is actually
“ God’s way of carrying home to the
coming. These are men who have
world was by a person. . . . God in found new possibilities for life in
Christ’s cross not only manifests His
Christ. . . . Through the Holy Spirit,
love but gives effect to it in human
Christ dwells and works in the Chris
history. He enters that stream, and
tian community, enabling the com
rides on its rage, and rules its flood,
munity to carry on G od’s pastoral
and bends its course.”
care on earth.”
3.
In the servant the kingdom of Lincoln was something of a mys
God has come. The servant is one
tery man to many of his closest asso
who has been converted, has become
ciates. But there was one element of
like a child, and has entered into the
his personality which none could
realm of God’s kingdom (M att. 18:
deny, and which was sardonically
3). Or, more precisely, the Kingdom
criticized by Fessenden in a personal
has entered into him (Luke 17:21).
letter to a friend: “ You cannot change
In the person and proclamation of the President’s character or conduct,
the servant the Kingdom is at hand.
u n fo rtu n a te ly ; he rem ained long
It is dawning. It is drawing near. The
enough at Springfield, surrounded by
servant no longer reflects this world’s toadies and office-seekers, to per
way of looking at things; he now
suade himself that he was specially
manifests the values, standards, and
chosen by the Almighty for this cri
holy ideals of the Kingdom. He is an
sis, and well chosen. This conceit has
ambassador of the King in a strange
never yet been beaten out of him.”
and foreign land. He bears the mes
If it is conceit, I trust that it is par
sage and does the will of his Lord. As
donable conceit. But I have the con
such, he comes into conflict with the
viction that the humble and lowly
world, for the Kingdom is G od’s judg
servant of God who faithfully seeks to
ment upon the world, and throws the
fulfill G od’s will is indeed “ chosen by
world into crisis. That is why the ser the Almighty for this crisis, and well
vant is never very far from the Cross.
chosen.” Having this conviction, I
In the person of the servant are do not defer to any other man or any
embodied the peace, joy, and hope of other career or any other position in
the Kingdom which make all things the world! I am at the exact center of
new. In him the Kingdom comes, and where the real action is, and where
God’s will is done “ in earth, as it is in the divine-human drama continues
heaven” (Matt. 6:10). His service is
to unfold. Amen!
eschatological care, in that it always
All scripture from the R evised Standard Version
points forward to the final victory yet o f th e Bible, copyrighted 1946 and 1952, is used by
perm ission.
to be revealed. Yet it is concrete care,
10
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Many a man will never be at peace with God
and himself until some preacher has the
courage to preach the judgment of God,
tempered with pure love.

Preaching to Hurt

His sermon had the usual heads,
And subdivisions fine;
The language was as delicate
And graceful as a vine.
It had its proper opening;
’Twas polished, as a whole.
It had but one supreme defect—
It failed to reach the soul.
Many preachers fall into the classi
fication in which the great temper
ance evangelist, Sam Morris, said his
girl friend placed him before he was
m arried. One S u n day aftern oon
when he was a boy preacher, he in
vited his girl to an old schoolhouse to
hear him preach. As they walked to
the schoolhouse, he asked the girl
to marry him. She refused on the
grounds that she would never marry
a preacher. Undaunted, the gallant
young preacher kept on insisting.
Just as a d a m an tly she refu sed.
Young Morris preached his best that
afternoon, and when the service was

by
Morris Chalfant
Pastor
Church o f the N azarene
N orw ood, Ohio
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over, they started home. Again he
brought up the subject of marriage,
and the girl accepted. Shocked and
excited at his sudden good fortune,
he asked the b r i d e - t o - b e what
changed her mind so suddenly. “ Ah,
Sam ,” she said, “ you’re not preacher
enough to hurt.”
Sometimes we preachers (maybe I
am confessing) glory in the fact that
we preach a message of love. Yet I
cannot help wondering if a lot of our
preaching of love ?s not pure flabbi
ness and u n adu lterated softness!
There is a robustness about genuine
love that runs parallel with judg
ment.
I went to the dentist and he was
rough on one of my teeth! Yet I real
ize that he had to get rough before
my tooth could be normal again.
Many a man will never be at peace
with God and himself until some
preacher has the courage to preach
the judgment of God, tempered with
pure love, to him.
O f t e n — m u ch to o o f t e n — we
preachers preach what appears to be
the irrelevant, or we miss the mark a
mile. Successful prophets, pastors,
and preachers of yesteryears were
men who could interpret the fine
print of men’s hearts. They knew the
particular truth that would point up
the occasion. They were fearless in
declaring that truth.
11

With moral, spiritual, and politi
cal ethics plumbing new depths of
perversion and degeneracy, it is time
the conscience of America and the
P rotestan t ch u rch were sta b b ed
awake. It would be tragic to rank
first in brains and last in morals. Yet,
despite the fact that we are reaching
for the moon educationally and scien
tifically, we are headed for the moral
cesspool with the speed of a sputnik.
The great need is for preaching on
co n sc ie n c e — preach in g th at will
probe the depths; preaching that
will arouse the slumbering convic
tions of our nation, our churches, and
our homes; preaching that will slash
through our rationalization, materi
alism, and smug religious com pla
cency.
A layman spoke out at the camp
meeting board as they were making
their selection for their evangelists,
“ We must have at least one con
science preacher.”
There is wisdom in this statement.
God has endowed mankind with a
conscience. Some would call it na
tural conscience in contrast with the
higher state of conscience truly Chris
tian in its ideals. Beasts have no
conscience since they have no capac
ity for moral responsibility. But a
man or woman— however low his or
her condition in life— does have a
ca p a city for m oral re sp o n sib ility .
The minister who would win souls is

always on safe ground in his appeal
to this sense o f right or wrong.
D. L. M oody said that you have to
get a man lost before you can get him
saved. He was simply saying that
“ all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of G od.” But man must
hear the message of his lost condi
tion, and he must hear it in no uncer
tain terms and tones if he is to believe
it.
Man must feel in his conscience a
deep sense of lostness if he is to en
joy a deep experience of repentance.
N o skin-deep experience will suffice!
Sin must be pictured as black and
hopeless. Then the better way de
scribed by Paul as the highest way of
all must come to the fore to captivate
the individual.
God paid an awful price that His
message of judgment and love might
be proclaimed to the whole world.
His innocent Son went to the Cross
to die for the ungodly. This all hurt
Him deeply! He will not brook sin,
will not act softly toward it. His
righteousness stands forever against
sin in any form.
The lost must know, however, that
closely behind the rumble and roar
of God’s judgment may be heard the
whisper of Christ’s forgiving love.
The blood flecks of the Son of God
compound the true ingredients of
total redemption. That is what I will
preach!

There is one right and many wrong w ays o f preaching holiness.
One can preach “ Christ of contention” (Phil. 1:16) and stir up more
opposition than existed when he began, or he can present his message
so that it will commend itself to the reason and conscience of every
right-thinking man. I f you can preach so that all good, sincere people
will go away and say, “ He is preaching our doctrine,” you are doing
better than when you are emphasizing all the differences and earning
an opposition that might have been avoided, without compromising
the truth.
—
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Those who are involved in building and
remodeling are reminded that the acoustical
aspects of the sanctuary are among the
most important com ponents of the design.

Hearing and Sanctuary Design
By Joe F. Guess*
he

a c o u s t ic s

of church sanctu

T aries has been of concern to me
for several years. The importance of

the acoustical environment is ob 
vious. We hear the Word of God
preached; we hear prayers; we hear
soloists sing; we hear the choir; and
we hear others join with us as we lift
praises to God in congregational sing
ing. Since hearing is our primary
physical activity in church, our first
concern in building design should be
to provide a good acoustical environ
ment. Too often, however, a sanctu
ary is designed on the basis of eye
appeal alone, with no regard for
hearing until problems show up after
construction, when corrective mea
sures are most expensive.
Since the minister is most influ
ential in setting goals of building
architecture and in deciding on spe
cific plans, I am anxious that he be
aware of the rudiments of acoustic
design. But even more important is
the knowledge of the vast improve
ment in the liveliness of the singing,
the increased participation, and the
feeling of togetherness which can
come with a good acoustic environ
ment.
The goals of the acoustical design
of church sanctuaries are simple: (1)
speech that is easily understood, and
(2) singing that is easy and has a
feeling of unity. If the building is
correctly planned, the minister’s ser
mon can be heard clearly by persons
*Professor, Trevecca Nazarene College, N ashville.
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in all parts of the auditorium. There
are no noticeable echoes, and the
minister’s voice sounds natural—not
boomy.
But the greatest joy of a well-de
signed church is the singing. The
choir blends and projects a full sound
to the audience. The congregational
singing is easy because each person
hears the voices of many others re
flected to him. He does not feel that
he is “ sticking out” and soften his
singing until the only voice heard is
that of the song leader straining to
generate enthusiasm.
How does one achieve a good acous
tical design? Listed below are some
major elements of good hearing con
ditions. The list is by no means com 
plete, but it may help someone avoid
some of the most common pitfalls,
and provide a list of checkpoints to
consider when evaluating a building
plan.
T h e c e ilin g is th e key

The speech sound that the listener
hears reaches him by two paths:
direct and reflected. The direct sound
travels a straight-line path from the
speaker’s mouth to the listener’s ear,
while the reflected sound bounces off
ceilings and walls before reaching the
ear. Since people are among the
best sound absorbers in an audito
rium, the direct sound that passes
over their heads is quickly absorbed.
Beyond a few rows in the audience
the direct sound becomes weak. The
only way to increase the intensity of
13

the direct sound is to place each suc
cessive row higher than the preceding
one, so that the heads of the listeners
are well above those on the preceding
row. This is the idea of the classic
Grecian, open-air theatres. However,
since this arrangement gives a person
a psychological feeling of being an
observer rather than a participant,
we avoid this extremely stair-stepped
configuration and use the level or
slightly sloping floors. Thus we must
reinforce the direct sound with re
flected sound.
The sound that is reflected from
the ceiling is not “ soaked up” by
passing over the audience, since it
comes down at a rather steep angle
from the ceiling. Because of the ab
sorption of the direct sound, this re
flected sound must provide most of
the sound energy to listeners in the
rest of the auditorium. To get this
sound to the audience, the ceiling
should be (1) hard, sound-reflecting,
(2) not too high nor too low, and (3)
flat.
Never put an acoustical absorber
on the ceiling of a church sanctuary!
The ceiling must be made of hard,
sound-reflecting material if it is to
return most of the sound energy to
the audience. A church is not an of
fice building where we want speech
privacy, so we don’t want to soak up
the sound before it reaches the audi
ence.
If the reflected sound is to reinforce
the direct sound and not be heard as
an echo, it should travel no more
than 30 feet farther than the direct
sound. To satisfy this requirement,
the ceiling should be no more than
15 to 25 feet above the speaker’s
head. The exact height will depend
upon the arrangement and size o f the
auditorium.
Another reason to keep the ceilings
lower is that the sound spreads out
and becomes weaker as it travels.
The lower ceiling makes the rein
14

forcement of the sound more effec
tive. It would be detrimental to hear
ing conditions to have the ceiling so
low that the reflected sound comes
down at a shallow angle and is ab
sorbed like the direct sound. The
low ceiling reduces the air volume of
the sanctuary and with it the rever
b era tion , a m oderate am ou n t of
which is very important in providing
a warmth in the music. While the
usual tendency in church architec
ture is not toward ceilings that are
too low, one should be aware that
either extremely high or low ceilings
cause acoustical problems.
The ceiling should be flat to re
flect the sound uniformly to all parts
of the audience. Concave or vaulted
ceilings focus sound to one part of the
audience and leave the others un
touched. The popular A-frame con
struction with exposed beams does
not give the best coverage to the
audience. In addition it is more ex
pensive to heat and air-condition
than the standard ceiling-insulationroof construction.
Let the choir ring
The members of a choir need to
hear each other in order to blend and
sound like a choir. This is especially
important for the inexperienced, un
trained singers usually found in a
typical church choir. The choir loft
should contain no absorbing mate
rials, no acoustical tile, no carpets,
and no draperies. The basses need to
hear the sopranos, and all they can
hear is sound reflected from the ceil
ing, walls, or floor, since the sopranos
are facing the audience rather than
toward the basses. The walls and
ceiling should be hard-surfaced, nonporous materials. Plaster, because of
its rigidity and weight, is among the
best.
The sound in the choir loft has to
get to the audience, so there should
be no decorative framework to re
T he P re a ch er's M agazine

fleet the sound back into the choir
loft. Nor should there be any drap
eries hanging in front of or behind
the choir. The audience should hear
that sound, and they cannot hear
what is absorbed in draperies.
One church I attended had acousti
cal tile in the choir loft, and the
choir members were not able to hear
each other, nor could they be heard
by the congregation. The church was
remodeled and the ceiling of the
choir loft was replaced by gypsum
board (not as good as plaster, but
better than acoustical tile). For three
weeks the choir sounded great. Sing
ing was more fun; it was easier to
stay on pitch; and a crisp, big sound
got out to the audience. Then the
carpeting and draperies arrived. The
floor of the loft was carpeted and
draperies covered the wall behind the
choir. Once again each choir member
could hear only himself, and perhaps
his nearest neighbors. The sound
that reached the audience was weak
and had all the snap of an overripe
banana.
Soak up sound below and behind
I have been adamant in saying how
sound should not be absorbed. But
most of us have been in places that
were so full of echoes and reverbera
tions that we could ill understand
what was said, and we left with head
aches from the confusion. Usually in
that type of environment some wellintentioned, but ill-informed person
tried to help the situation by install
ing a PA system. The PA system, of
course, did not eliminate the echoes,
but simply raised the sound level
nearer the threshold of pain, and
added its own distortions to the
sound. It is obvious that we should
be prepared to absorb some sound to
keep down the reverberations, partic
ularly the irritating, high-frequency
ones.
An audience will absorb sound in
A pril, 1975

proportion to its size. Because of this
fluctuation, acousticians recommend
using upholstered seats, which ab
sorb more than hard seats. Therefore,
if economics permit, upholstering the
seats is a good way to begin your
sound control.
If still more sound absorbency is
required, the floor can be carpeted.
Little sound reaches the carpet, so it
can be restricted to the aisles with
out compromising its effectiveness.
One place that is often a source of
problem reflections is the back wall
of the sanctuary, which reflects sound
back toward the pulpit and can cause
annoying echoes, particularly in cir
cular buildings. Acoustical tile or
panels can be added to the upper
part of the wall, using a scattered
pattern for slight absorbency, or cov
ering the entire surface for a bad
echo.
Use electronic reinforcement
sparingly
The great fad of our age is elec
tronics. If the sound isn’t right, the
tendency is to go out and buy a m i
crophone, an amplifier, and some
loudspeakers. If that doesn’t help,
we get a mike for the song leader and
some for the choir, an equalizer,
booms, and a man to run the sound
system.
I should admit here a personal
preference for simplicity and direct
ness in the worship or evangelistic
service. I find a mike held in front of
the face a barrier to the direct, faceto-face communication of the gospel;
and I detest gimmickry with the
m ost pow erful m essage man can
know. But personal preference aside,
the use of electronics does not cure
most acoustical problems. All that a
sound reinforcement system does is
make the sound louder. It cannot get
rid of echoes and resonances. Rather,
it usually makes them worse through
feedback. It does not help choir mem
15

bers hear each other and blend, and
there is a continual problem of get
ting uniform “ miking” on the choir.
If the acoustical environment of the
sanctuary is too “ dead,” a mike will
make the song leader louder, but
does not help the congregation to
hear one another.
In a sanctuary well designed acous
tica lly , m icrop h on es m ay n ot be
needed at all in buildings with seat
ing capacities up to 200. For larger
sanctuaries a pulpit mike will suffice,
with perhaps another for soloists.
Choirs sh ou ld never have to be
“ m ik ed ” ex cep t for the largest
churches. Reinforcement of the choir
is unnecessary because the number of
voices in the choir increases with the
s iz e o f th e c o n g r e g a t io n , a n d
the larger choir compensates for the
larger buildings.
There is a place for electronic rein
forcement. But when a building is
being designed, the sound reinforce
ment should be considered last—
after all the other aspects of a good
acoustical design are optimized.
Ask someone who knows
The surest way to achieve a good
acoustical design is to have the ser
vices of a good acoustical consultant
from the initial planning stages. The
Acoustical Society of America pro
vides a list of consultants who have
listed with the society. A consultant
from this list should be willing to
provide references o f satisfied custo
mers. The consultant should always
advise on major construction, as it is
cheaper to do it right the first time
than to correct the problems later.
When involved in building and re
modeling, remember that the acous
tical aspects of the sanctuary are
among the most important com po
nents of the design. While a bad
acoustical design is irritating, a bar
rier to communication, and em o
tionally and physically tiring, a good
16

acoustical design contributes posi
tively in ease of communication, spir
it of the music, and a sense of to
getherness in the services.

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

He Caught a Vision of What
The Church Is All About
Dear Son:
John is a prominent businessm an in
our community and a pillar in the
church, but lately he has been tempted
to leave. You see, our pastor has served
his term, and his usefulness is waning.
John knows this and wonders why we
can ’ t have a change of leadership.
Last week he flew to Canada with a
lay evangelistic team for a workshop.
His leader took him to his church in
Toronto on Sunday with this explana
tion:
“ John, my pastor is not very effec
tive, and I have been tempted to leave.
However, I have decided that my place
is there to help him and support the
fellow ship.”
When John returned to the States, I
saw a new man. He sat on the front
seat, brought his friends, supported the
program, and shared his contagious
enthusiasm.
And something happened to our pas
tor. W ith John boosting, our pastor
started producing— and there was the
difference.
Have a wonderful day Sunday.

Love,
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• G e n e ra l S u p e rin te n d e n t L a w lo r

An Occupational Peril
T

HE PHARISEES were am ong the bitterest enemies of our Lord.
They received from Him the most pronounced denunciation as
indicated in Luke 12:1, where He said to His disciples, "Beware ye of
the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy." Here Jesus accused
the Pharisees of being "religious play actors," insisting upon profes
sional perform ance without personal possession and practice. The
Pharisees were preoccupied and absorbed with things— nonessen
tials— forgetting that which really mattered.
W hen we read Christ's many warnings to His disciples about
these Pharisees, we must each ask: Is there a danger that I, a minister
of God in 1975, will fall victim to the occupational hazard of becom ing
a "religious play actor," professing much without the definite, per
sonal experience of the blessing of practical, everyday holiness? We
must constantly guard against infiltration by this professional age
which makes its impact upon us, dim inishing, and in some cases effec
tively destroying, our ministry. Is there not some danger that this
psychological-pressurized age may make our work become mere
routine, custom, and performance?
It is easy to be deceived in the quality of our ministry, forgetting
that doing one's work with greater facility and human ability may not
mean doing it better ministerially. We may easily becom e profession
al, more concerned about what people think of us than whether we
have moved them to seek and to know the true and living God.
Many ministers, I fear, have left the ministry because they be
came "religious play actors" and like some of old "w alked no more
with him " (John 6:66). The first ideals were not maintained. Attain
ment to higher heights and deeper depths spiritually was not made.
M ercenary considerations asserted themselves. M aking money,
secularism, worldly patronage, and position became more important
than the sacredness of their calling. As ministers, therefore, we should
ask ourselves daily whether these dangers do beset us. We must con
stantly live in the Spirit in order that we might be saved from this evil

world and from attachment to everything transitory and earthly.
Rather, let us set our affections on things spiritual, heavenly, and
eternal.
The minister of God must be com pletely delivered from human
infatuation with the spirit of the w orld, the pleasures of the present,
and the spirit of the times, which ignore the eternal. We must take
care that the fatal breath of worldliness does not drift into the sacred
precincts of our ministry. Every minister is responsible to take care
that he does not becom e infected with this poisonous leaven of
hypocrisy. The higher our position, the greater our responsibility to
G od and man.
But regardless of relationship or ecclesiastical position, each one
of us must be uncom prom isingly faithful to G od, to our call, to our
people, and to our church. W e must value talent, ability, academic
success, hard work, professional prom otion— but these must be
secondary. Spiritual character and conform ity to the doctrine,
principles, and standards of our ministry must have first considera
tion. Each of us, as we value our own souls and the eternal destiny of
others, must constantly remember the warning of Jesus to "bew are ye
of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy." G od demands, and
our profession as Nazarene ministers deserves, faithfulness rather
than professionalism.
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PASTORS
PRAYER MEETING
PUBLICATION
PRESENTATION
A PLAN TO ENCOURAGE YOUR LAYMEN TO READ THE BEST IN CURRENT RELIGIOUS LITERATURE

Current Selection

GO D IN THE PRESENT TENSE
D. Shelby Corletl
Present it in the prayer meeting hour for your
laymen to purchase.
$1.95
5 or more (40% discount*), $1.17 each
Plus 3c per book for postage
For additional information consult special flyer
in the March Ministers' Book Club Mailing.
*Personal purchase only.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE • Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
REAOING LAYMEN BUILD AN ALERT. GROWING. EFFECTIVE CHURCH!
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W ORLD MISSIONS

SPEAK UP, PASTOR!

We are listening.
How can we serve you better?
For information and suggestions about:
Missionary Deputation Services

Missionary Candidates

W eekend Missionary
Conventions

Student Mission Corps
Short-term Missionary Service

Approved Special Projects

Missionary Recruitment

W ork and W itnessing Missions
Write:
Rev. James Hudson
Director, Constituent Ministries

Write:
Rev. Richard Gammill
Missionary Candidate Secretary
Director Student Mission Corps

,

Department of World Missions
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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LIFE INCOM E

D IV ISIO N OF LIFE IN C O M E
G IFT S A N D BE Q U E STS

Your
Will

WILL IT REALLY D O W H A T
Y O U EXPECT IT T O ?

Only if it’s carefully prepared and up to
date. A well-planned will can save your
heirs unnecessary taxes and probate costs. And it’s one way
you can continue to support the Christian work you’re devoting
yourself to now. Make sure your wishes will be carried out.
Send for this helpful free booklet to d a y . . .

norA'
Div. o f

Rev. Crew:
Please send me without charge
or obligation a copy of
“ Giving Through Your Will.”

L ife I n c o m e Gifts
& B e q u e sts

Attrt.:
Rev. Robert W. Crew

M r.
M rs. ___
M is s
A d d re s s .

C H U R C H O F THE
N AZAREN E

C ity .

6 40 1 T h e P aseo
K ansas C ity, M o.

S ta te .

64131

B ir th D a te _

Z ip .
.T e l.

• Have you moved?
• Have your family or financial circumstances changed?
• Please write for free information and assistance whether you
need to make a new will or revise your present will.

16D

CH U RCH SCHOOLS

THE MIRACLE OF THE

/ /

TURNED-ON" FAMILY

John B. Nielson
G eneral D irector

Pastor:
Calendar Suggestions
Family Week— May 4-11
Baby Day— May 4
Mother's Day— May 11
Senior Adult
Ministries— May 18
VBS Sunday— May 25
Children's Day— June 1
Family Outreach
Sunday— June 8
Father's Day— June 15
(For Family Celebrations)

• Enlist the help of your local CFL
director and committee.
• Your district CFL director should
be prepared to provide helps and
resources for significant family ex
periences on any or all of these
occasions.
• Choose the event(s) best suited to
your local needs.

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE
INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS / CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE • 6401 THE PASEO, KANSAS CITY, MO. 64131
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CH U R CH SCH O O LS

CRADLE ROLL
CAMPAIGN
APRIL 6 through MAY 4 (Baby Day)
Let the unchurched family know they matter to God
By SH O W IN G them they matter to us . . .
In order that they may let others matter to them.

BE SURE YOUR CH U R CH IS INVOLVED!
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EVANGELISM

EVANGELISM
DURING THE
BICENTENNIAL

UR LO RD is truly the Lord of history. The bicentennial
O
provides us with a springboard into community aware
ness of the Church of the Nazarene. The complexion of the bi
centennial in any given community will be set by those who
actively seek involvement. Nazarenes actively involved in com
munity programs will mean better community activities. Local
churches will receive free publicity and a great deal of com
munity visibility from significant bicentennial observances.
1. Actively seek involvement in community projects.
2. Contact American Bible Society about the special bi
centennial scripture portions for distribution.
3. Send to the Department of Evangelism any information
about special ways you are using the bicentennial for evan
gelism, and we will try to share it with others.

v_________________ J
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CH U RCH SCH O O LS

MAY is "Older Americans' Month u
Why not honor your Senior Adults on

ENIOR

DULT

UNDAY
MAY 18
Schedule this as an annual event
Write today for your free copy of the new brochure on Senior Adult Min
istries. Address the Director of Senior Adult Ministries, 6401 The Paseo,
Kansas City, Mo. 64131.

rEWARDSHIP
CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM
PASTOR—a Service to You
When you change address, fill in the form below and mail to the General
Secretary.
N am e_________________________________ Date of C h a n g e____________
New Address______________________________________________________
C ity __________________________
State
----- Zip .
Name of Church _______________________
District.
New Position: Pastor ( ); Evang. ( ); Other.
Former Address ________________________
Former C h u rch _________________________
All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below will be
changed from this one notification.
Check: Herald of Holiness ( ); World Mission ( ); Preacher's Magazine ( );
Other ________________________________________________
(Clip and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo.
64131.)

Translated and edited by

WILLIAM WHISTON
r ---------------------------------------

• The standard English
translation
• More than 2,100 pages
• Introduction by
Charles F. Pfeiffer
• Strong, beautiful
bindings

>

-------------------------- -

r 4-Volume Se t^
LARGE-PRINT
EDITION
Classic design, ha rd b o a rd b in d in g .
N a tio n a lly advertised
at $29.95
Special NPH Price

^ O N L Y $15.00^

-------------------------------------------

Includes a comprehensive history of the Jewish people from the begin
nings of Old Testament history through the complete suppression of the
Jews by the iron hand of Rome in A.D. 73.
The writings of Flavius Josephus, the prime source of intertestamental
history, will always retain their classic position in biblical studies as one of
the most dramatic accounts of all the annals of history.
Josephus recorded his explosive, eyewitness experiences within the
tumultuous period in which he lived. He was no recluse. He was a Jewish
priest, Pharisee, soldier, military strategist, statesman, Roman citizen, and
historian. He was born in Jerusalem and he died in Rome. A scholarly
Jew, he was at home in the secular Roman world.

r

Art Amazing Offer for a Limited Time!

A C T NOW!
A Resource Treasure for Your Personal Library

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

• Post O ffice Box 527, Kansas City, M issouri 64141

ENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE

1974 Sum m ary o

Listing by Percentage

Pensions and t

A SSEM B LY YEAR
1973-74
D IS T R IC T

PERCEN TA G E

‘Hawaii
'Minnesota
Mdaho-Oregon
'C anad a Pacific
Canada Central
Rocky M ountain
Southwest O klahom a
Dallas
Northwest O klahom a
Kansas
W ashington
Iowa
Pittsburgh
Philadelphia
Alaska
Sacram ento
Joplin
West Texas
New M exico
Illinois
Georgia
Northwest
Colorado
Arizona
Canada West
Northeast O klahom a
Nebraska
North Carolina
Dakota
Michigan
Louisiana
Northeastern Indiana
North Arkansas
Northwest Indiana
Northern C alifornia
Northwestern Ohio
Kansas City
Eastern M ichigan
Southern Florida
Canada Atlantic
Indianapolis
Virginia
Chicago Central
Northwestern Illinois
Alabam a
Southern California
North Florida
Akron
Wisconsin
W ashington Pacific
South Carolina
Central C alifornia
Central Ohio
Oregon Pacific
Southeast O klahom a
East Tennessee
Upstate New York
San Antonio
Eastern Kentucky
(Central) Florida
Houston
Kentucky
Los Angeles
Maine
M ississippi
Missouri
Nevada-Utah
New England
New York
South Arkansas
Southwest Indiana
Southwestern Ohio
Tennessee
W est Virginia
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102.06
100.37
100.07
100.02
98.91
98.75
98.67
97.83
97.65
97.13
97.01
96.56
96.37
96.30
95.90
95.85
95.80
95.62
95.59
94.89
94.81
94.56
94.33
94.17
94.04
93.90
93.51
93.09
93.08
92.92
92.78
92.57
92.43
92.33
92.11
91.88
91.87
91.82
91.80
91.46
91.30
91.22
91.17
91.16
91.15
91.09
91.00
90.96
90.90
90.69
90.67
90.64
90.59
90.38
90.33
90.24
90.23
90.02
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00
90.00

100% and Over
95% and Over
90% and Over

:

DISTRICT
“ D O U B LE
Life I
Annual prem ium s are paid by the Departm ent of Pen
sions and Benevolence. “ Double Coverage’’ is auto
m atic to all m inisters insured under Plan 1 on districts
paying 90 percent of their official 4 percent Pensions
and Benevolence budget apportionment.

PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCI

Percent Districts
olenee Budget
D E N O M IN A T IO N A L A N D D IS T R IC T
P E N S IO N S A N D B EN EVO LEN C E
BU D G ET PA Y M E N T RECORD
Th e sh a d ed s p a c e s in dicate e a c h year the
district paid at least 90 p e rcen t of its
P e n sio n s and B e n e v o le n ce Budget.
D IS T R IC T

RECORD
v

ERAGE”

ice
The 4 percent is based on the total spent for local
purposes, except monies spent for buildings and im 
provements and church indebtedness in the past
assembly year (4 percent of the sum of Column 9
less Columns 1 and 2, in the pastor’s annual church
financial report).

m 92.86 t

1965 thru 1971

Akron
Alabam a
Alaska
Arizona
Canada Atlantic
Canada Central
Canada Pacific
Canada W est
Central C alifornia
(Central) Florida
Central Ohio
C hicago Central
Colorado
Dakota
Dallas
East Tennessee
Eastern Kentucky
Eastern Michigan
G eorgia
Hawaii
Houston
Idaho-O regon
Illinois
India napolis
Iowa
Joplin
Kansas
Kansas City
Kentucky
Los Angeles
Louisiana
Maine
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Nebraska
Nevada-Utah
New England
New Mexico
New York
North Arkansas
North C arolina
North Florida
Northeast O klahom a
Northeastern Indiana
Northern C alifornia
Northwest
Northwest Indiana
Northwest O klahom a
Northwestern lllniois
Northwestern Ohio
Oregon Pacific
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Rocky M ountain
S acram ento
San Antonio
South Arkansas
South C arolina
Southeast O klahom a
Southern California
Southern Florida
Southwest Indiana
Southwest O klahom a
S outhwestern Ohio
Tennessee
Upstate New York
V irginia
W ashington
W ashington Pacific
West Texas
West Virginia
W isconsin

1972

1973

1974
90.96
91.15
95.90
94.17
91.46
98.91
1 0 0.0 2 *

94.04
90.64
90.00
90.59
91.17
94.33
93.08
97.83
90.24
90.00
91.82
94.81
1 0 2 .0 6 *
90.00
1 0 0 .0 7 *
94.89
91.30
96.56
95.80
97.13
91.87
90.00
90.00
92.78
90.00
92.92
100.37 *
90.00
90.00
93.51
90.00
90.00
95.59
90.00
92.43
93.09
91.00
93.90
92.57
92.11
94.56
92.33
97.65
91.16
91.88
90.38
96.30
96.37
98.75
95.85
90.02
90.00
90.67
90.33
91.09
91.80
90.00
98.67
90.00
90.00
90.23
91.22
97.01
90.69
95.62
90.00

--D E N O M IN A T IO N A L
AVERAGE

77
<27

£

S?

16K

C o H ff/ ra fM & d io M
to the top 15 districts for

m
■

in 1973-74
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Northwest In d ia n a ........12.56
Canada C e n tra l............. 12.35
Pittsburgh....................... 12.17
Northern California . . . . 12.15
Northwestern Ohio . . . . 11.80
Io w a ................................ 11.74
Nevada-Utah ................. 11.73
15. D akota.......

16L

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

K a n sa s.............................11.70
Middle Eu ro p e an ..........11.66
New Mexico ................. 11.58
Washington ................... 11.51
Northwestern Illinois .. . 11.32
Id ah o -O re go n ............... 11.24
Northwest.......................11.23

................... 11.17

HOM E MISSIONS

Outreach statistics* say something about your church. They say
you CARE!
They say you are a ministering church, reaching out in love
to the needy people who surround you.
Write for information about how your church can grow
through outreach.
DEPARTM ENT O F HO M E M ISSIONS
6401 The Paseo

Kansas City, Mo. 64131

‘ A tte n d a n c e at o u tre a ch classes may be co u n te d w ith reg u la r Sunday school a ttendance
w h e n th e class m eets re g u la rly each w e e k fo r n o t less th a n 30 m inutes. Families w o n th ro u g h
ou tre a ch b e co m e an in te gra l pa rt o f th e b o d y o f Christ.
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with this remarkable, new

BAKERS TEXTUAL
TOPICAL FILING SYSTEM
NO MORE E xpensive a n d C o m p lic a te d S yste m s
NO M O RE “ H o m e m a d e " S yste m s fo r F ilin g
NO MORE C o din g o f A rtic le s

NO M ORE M a rk in g o f B o o ks

NO MORE W ishing fo r a G o o d F ile S ystem

NO M O RE R e g is te rin g Y our E n tire L ib ra ry

E very T E X T in the B ib le an d th ou sa n d s o f T O P 
IC S are listed. W ith ea ch th ere is s p a ce fo r w rit
in g in re fe re n ce n u m b ers, w h ic h in turn refer its
users to a sp ecia l section listing m aterial related
to that p articu lar verse or su b ject. Its cross-refer
e n c e in d ex p rev en ts d u p lica tio n . S p a ce also is
p ro v id e d fo r e n te rin g o th e r su b jects o f y ou r o w n
ch o o s in g n ot in clu d ed .
P e rfe c te d b y a m in ister, R ev. N ea l Punt, w h o was
k e e n ly aw are o f the n eed s in the m in ister’ s li

b rary, an d w h o w as also a w are o f th e lim ited
a m o u n t o f tim e an d e x p e n se w h ic h a m in ister
ca n sp en d w ith a filin g system .
B eau tifu l d e luxe b in d in g in a d u ra b le F a b rik o id
w ith g o ld s ta m p in g a n d gilt e d g e s . T h u m b index
fo r instant re fe re n ce , silk m arker, attra ctively
b o x e d . C o m p le t e w ith instructions. E x p a n d a b le
fo r a life tim e o f use. HlA x 11 Vi” . 2 ” thick. 768
p ages.

Regular p rice, $29.95

SPECIAL NPH OFFER, O N LY $19.95 (net)
Order N O W and SAVE!
O rd e r by n u m b e r R-2395

Nazarene Publishing House /
16N

L im ite d Tim e

Box 527, K ansas City, M issouri 64141

1975-76
Missionary Study & Reading

STUDY:
Cut from the African Rock—Theodore P. Esselstyn
ADULT-TEEN READIN G—(Books with asterisk are recommended for teens,
though teens may read any of the six.)
M Growing Plant— Helen Stark Reimer
*Strangers in the Land— Helen Temple
*Victory over Voodoo— Linda Crow
The ELM That Grew at Acornhoek— Reginald Jones
New Strategies for Missions—Jerald D. Johnson
(a compilation)
Color Us Christian— Roger Bowman
JUNIOR BO O KS:
Missionary: Daughter of the King (Fairy Chism)— Betty Bowes
God's African Merchant (Willie Young)—Jean Williams
Forbidden Land— Helen Temple
Biography: Boys Are What Men Are Made O f (H. F. Reynolds)
— Bill Young
General:
It Could Be Today (Second Coming)—J. Fred Parker
Fiction:
Ivan and the Informer—Myrna Grant
PRIM ARY BO O KS:
Abridged, simplified, and illustrated versions of the three junior M IS
SIO N A RY books:
A Real, Live Missionary (Fairy Chism)—Grace Ramquist
Willie Young, God's African Storekeeper— Phyllis J. Michael
Go Home, Stranger— Helen Temple

Why not relax

with an exciting ,
informative
missionary
book?
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Photo by Paul M. Schrock

HY SH O U LD good stewardship practices be evidenced in
all our lives? Is it to glorify the church? No. Read what
W
Peter wrote:
Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and strangers in the
world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against
your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that,
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us
(1 Peter 2:11-12, NIV).*
Christian stewardship is a broad concept. It is a challenge to us
in all that we do. Naturally, giving of our monetary resources is
part of stewardship. But Christian stewardship is more than
money. Much, much more.
♦From The New International Version , cop yright © 1973 by the N ew York Bible
Society International. Used by perm ission.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

New Text

Unit 221a, Teaching Nursery Children
Text: Living and Learning with Nursery Children
16Q

WORLD YOUTH CONFERENCE 1974
3 Things to Tell the Story
1. The Youth Department has put together a 72-page paperback photo
book entitled Nazarene World Youth Conference—Something Special.
It is available through the Nazarene Publishing House for $1.95. The
photo book contains over 100 photos that capture the feeling of W.Y.C.
1974.
2. A 21-minute color film, W O RLD YO U TH CONFERENCE 1974 (FR-124)
catches the international flavor of 2,000 teens getting together as mem
bers of God's family and studying the Word. It can be ordered through
the Nazarene Publishing House at a rental cost of $4.00.
3. The February issue of CO N Q U EST is a scrapbook issue of World Youth
Conference. It tells the story through the teens' eyes from their own im
pressions while in Switzerland. The issue can be ordered separately
through the Youth Department by sending in 15c per copy.
16R

COM m ^ ' c a t io n s
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A NEW IDEA
For Planning Your
VBS Craft Program

manat
CRflPt
K
CONTAINS MATERIALS
TO COMPLETE ONE
EACH OF ALL MAJOR
CRAFTS RECOMMENDED
FOR THE 1975 VBS PROGRAM
AN EXCELLENT WAY FOR THE CRAFT D IRECTO R TO BECOM E FA
M ILIAR WITH EACH CRAFT WELL IN ADVAN CE
MAKES YOU MORE KNOWLEDGEABLE REGARDING WHAT CRAFTS
WILL BEST FIT INTO YO UR LO CA L PROGRAM AND HOW TO ORDER
m n i T C R C R A P t K i t includes: Shrink-Art plastic and craft book . . .
D ough-Art tools and craft book . . . Swistraw ribbon and craft book . . .
foam egg . . . glass M enaginary Kit . . . Sim plex Snapper Cam era . . . one
plaque mold . . . craft selectorette (full-color descriptive brochure).
Attractively packaged in a durable 9 Vi x 12Vi" carton

No. H-1586

A $15.86 Value O N LY $10.95
OFFER—SAVE by ordering your 1975 VBS Intro
ductory Packet and Master Craft Kit together.
No. H-1595
A $31.69 Value O N LY $15.95

5j< COM BIN ATION

NONRETURNABLE

•

Limited o n e to a ch urch

N O TE: A ll supplies should be o rdered TW O M O N TH S in advance of your VBS

ORDER NOW!
Available from your publishing house

Is your world, your home, your church any
different because of your faith in Christ?

Different Enough to Make a Difference

a lk in g

th ro u g h

the h istoric

W marbled halls of Westminster
Abbey, past the tom b of the Un
know n S o ld ie r , s t a n d in g fo r a
moment at the grave of David Liv
ingstone, gazing at the burial places
of the great and not-so-great of En
glish history, I found myself in an
out-of-the-way place in the Abbey.
There between two massive statues
was an old man— ragged clothing,
unkempt appearance, paper in his
shoes—seeking refuge from a bitter
cold day. He was alone, hungry,
needy, yet no one seemed to care.
The church was serving a very limited
purpose—just a place to get in out of
the cold. It didn’t really make a sig
nificant difference.
My thoughts went back to the
Early Church, of which Christ and
His influence were so much a part,
and to the difference it made when
ever and wherever these committed
followers labored. Theirs was an ef
fort different enough to make a dif
ference. Things were never the same
after being touched by their influ
ence, by the scope of their love.

by
H. B. London, Jr.
Pastor
First Church of
the N azarene
Salem , Ore.

April, 1975

Broken men made strong, fearful
men made bold, burdened men set
free, sinful men forgiven!
I must wonder at the difference our
church makes. Are we still different
enough to cause the unusual to hap
pen wherever our influence is felt?
Disciples make a difference! Is
your world, your home, your church
any different because of your faith in
Jesus Christ? Do things happen when
you pray? Are lives changed when
you witness? Does the glory of God
surround you, the Holy Spirit guide
you into the way that seemeth right
unto the Lord? If not, it should.
Paul said to the church in Rome,
“ Don’t just pretend that you love
others; really love them. Hate what
is wrong. Stand on the side of good.
Love each other with brotherly af
fection and take delight in loving
each other. Never be lazy in your
work, but serve the Lord enthusias
tically.” That was the formula that
cau sed th ose E arly C hristians to
change their world.
“ Bryan,” I said to my youngest
son, “ I told you if you ever did that
again you would be punished; now
why didn’t you do as I said?”
“ Because,” he answered a bit tim 
idly, “ you told me so many times, I
didn’t really think you meant it.”
I sometimes wonder if the world
thinks we mean business, if they take
us seriously, or if we are just playing
let’s pretend. I hope not!
One thing for sure, the world did
17

not take th at E arly C hurch for
granted. They beat them, hated their
values, despised their zeal, and en
vied their fellowship. You see, they

were different. Those early followers
of Christ were so different that their
one burning desire was to make
Christ known and real to every man.

When the church shows that it
cares for the children in the
community, people will respond.

Summertime Ministries for Children
By Betty Benson Robertson*

ow m a n y b o y s a n d g i r l s are en
rolled in the children’s division
of your Sunday school? Are you look
ing for effective ways of reaching new
children? Many churches spend the
summer months reaching as many
new children as possible. Here are
some ideas which have been used
successfully.

H

Backyard Bible School. This is a
ministry of outreach in neighbor
hoods where church families live. A
host family is selected. Individuals
are trained to hold Bible-oriented
sessions for one hour, using such aids
as illustrated songs, visualised sto
ries, puppets, and other meaningful
activities. Tim e is allowed for recrea
tion and refreshments. Fliers are dis
tributed in the neighborhood the
Saturday prior to the first session.
A large sign on the front lawn marks
the house that is being used. A regis
tration card should be made for each
*Pastor’s wife, Church o f the Nazarene, Arvada,
Colo.
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child. Following the week of back
yard Bible school, contact all the
children from the unchurched homes
with a personal visit.
Day Camp. D ay ca m p in g is a
planned program of experiences for
children in an out-of-doors setting
during the day. It can be conducted
at the church, at a local park, at a
nearby state park, or anywhere that
camplike activities can be conducted.
Activities usually include roll call,
B ib le A dven tu re T im e — at w hich
time the vacation Bible school cur
riculum materials are studied— wor
ship, singing, games and recreation,
crafts, outdoor fun, field trips, spe
cial feature time, and lunch.
Vacation Bible School. The tradi
tional VBS is also a strong vehicle in
the church’s ministry to children. It
provides Bible study and a program
which appeals to boys and girls. A
vacation Bible school usually leads to
an increase in Sunday school enroll
ment. It gives the church an entrance
The P re a ch e r’s M agazine

into new homes, and often results in
parents finding Christ. When the
church shows that it cares for chil
dren in the community, people will
respond.
Sum-Time Funner for Kids. This is
a two-hour program on a selected day
of the week— for instance, from 10 to
12 on Friday. It is run throughout the
summer as a ministry to your church
children. As boys and girls become
interested through other programs
such as backyard Bible school, they
can participate in the Sum-Time
Funner, which is usually held at the
church. Each week there should be a
meaningful Bible story and songs for
the children to learn. If your church
is not conducting a VBS, material
could be used from the curriculum
lessons. Special features are appro
priate, such as field trips, crafts,
films, puppet shows, and things of
this nature. There should also be
opportunity for well-organized rec
reational activities.
Park Parties. Children naturally
navigate to park areas during the
summer months. This provides an
opportunity for the church to min
ister to the children where they are.
Take attractive fliers to the park and
pass out to the boys and girls, indicat
ing when you’ll be back for the party.
Also contact homes near the park
area. Keep your party to one hour,
and have lots of fun, games, and
surprises. Also have a Bible story
using visuals or puppets. Take along
plenty o f cups, Kool-Aid, and cook
ies. Also have cards which the chil
dren m ay fill ou t as to nam e,
address, phone, and whether they
attend Sunday school and church
regularly. There should be careful
follow-up on all prospects.
Apartm ent O utreach. A church
should relate to families in apart
A p ril, 1975

ment complexes. One of the easiest
ways is to reach their children. A
“ Kum Ba Yah” Club or afternoon
activity can be effectively used. The
manager must be contacted first, ex
plaining carefully your church’s pur
pose and aims in wanting to minister
to the boys and girls in the apart
ments. Oftentimes the apartment
clubhouse can be used as the meeting
place. Depending on circumstances,
this could be a one-week concen
trated effort, or something that was
continued throughout the summer
months. The program could be sim
ilar to that of a backyard Bible
school.
Jug Clubs (Just Us Guys or Just Us
Gals). These clubs can serve both as
a ministry to your own church chil
dren and as a means of reaching new
boys and girls. Clubs such as bicy
cling, cooking, gardening, crafts, auto
mechanics are organized. A qualified
leader is selected to head up the
activities. Time should be allowed at
each meeting for Bible study or a
devotional.
Resources:
Games for Children, Ronald Keeler, $1.50
Games for All Occasions, Anderson and
Carlson, $1.25
301 Creative Crafts for All Occasions,
$3.95
Help . . . I ’m a Camp Counselor, Wright,
95c
Puppet Shows That Reach and Teach
Children, Reynolds, $2.95
Hand Puppet, American Girl (VA-7969)
or Boy (VA-7974), $3.75
Visual Aid Encyclopedia, $1.95
M ore Adventures o f Jack Sack (VA5406), 75c
Illustrated Gospel Story Booklets: $1.15
Barney’s Barrel (VA-71)
Wise Little Bird (VA-72)
Miss Bump (VA-74)
Little Red Hen (VA-75)
Crippled Tom (VA-76)
Franny’s Nest (VA-77)
Storytelling—I t ’s Easy, Barrett, $2.25
19
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The Facts About Pastors’ Wives
Section Six: A Sum m ary Statement
(Age Differences)

we have been
r e v ie w in g th e fa c t s a b o u t
preachers’ wives as reported by them 
selves in a recent study. Although the
study served as a master’s degree
thesis, the long-range purpose was to
help us as preachers’ wives under
stand ourselves better. Though much
more study needs to be done at
greater depth, there are some sum
mary statements to be made at this
time.
1.
After considerable time for de
veloping a dependable tool in the
form of a questionnaire, the instru
ment was administered to Nazarene
pastors’ wives in a succession of
pastors’ and wives’ retreats. Age,
educational level, and size of church
served were used to test for likenesses
and differences among women in
parsonages. “ Younger women” are
under 35 years of age. “ Older women”
are above 50. “ Less educated” is high
school or under, and “ better edu
cated” is college graduate. “ Smaller
church” is under 50 members, “ m e
dium church” is 51-150 members, and
“ larger church” is above 150 m em 
bers. Between these categories there
are differences among pastors’ wives.

F
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o r s e v e r a l m o n th s

2. More than half of the pastors’
wives are under 35 years of age. Only
25 percent of them are over 50.
3. Younger women receive more
telephone calls than older women.
But both younger and older women
receive three out of four calls on
church-related business, mostly from
other married women.
4. Younger women tend to get
more calls from teens and young
adults, while older women receive a
greater proportion of calls from chil
dren, adults, and senior citizens.
5. Older women receive more calls
of a “ very serious” nature than either
the younger ladies or those in the 3550-year age bracket.
6. The number one problem dealt
with on the telephone by the younger
and older women are “ church-related” messages. The number two
problem brought by phone to younger
women are “ emotional and spiritu
al,” while older women have more
calls concerning “ physical health.”
The number three problem brought
to younger women concerns “ home
and fam ily,” while older women do
not receive as many of these kinds of
calls.
The P re a ch e r’s M agazine

7. Younger women do not respond
to their telephone obligations with
as much positive feeling as older
women. A few younger women said
it was not part of their obligation.
Older women also saw their tele
phone ministry as “ helpful” more
than younger ones. Many more older
women initiated calls as a ministry
than did younger ones.
8. Both younger and older pastors’
wives reported an average of four
people who came to see them face-toface with personal problems in a typ
ical week. M ost who cam e were
women, and 30 percent were single.
9. Both younger and older women
served the same proportion of adults,
but younger wives helped more teens
while older women helped more se
nior citizens. In fact, younger women
reported almost no senior citizens
coming to them.
10. Older women had almost four
times as many “ very serious” prob
lems brought to them as younger
women reported.
11. Age made no difference in the
three kinds of problems dealt with
fa ce -to -fa c e : e m o tio n a l-sp iritu a l,
church-related, and home and fam 
ily. The number one technique of
each age-group was to be a good lis
tener, and then to try to get the
counselee to talk with her husband.
T h e y w ere r e l u c t a n t to e it h e r
“ straighten them out” or “ refer them
to a professional counselor.”
12. As in the telephone ministry,
younger women did not enjoy the
face-to-face ministry as much as the
older ones. A small number even felt

it was not their obligation. Older
women were much quicker to initiate
“ helpful” discussions than the youn
ger ones.
13. The number one personal prob
lem category for all pastors’ wives
was “ church-related.” The number
two category for younger women was
“ interpersonal relationships,” while
older women were concerned with
“ physical health.”
14. Three out of four of all pastors’
wives said they liked their role as
pastor’s wife “ very much.” Almost
none were negative.
15. Half of all pastors’ wives have
visited a doctor in the last three
months. And 18 percent of the youn
ger wives visited a professional coun
selor against zero percent among
older women. As might be expected,
older women had more surgeries.
16. Both younger and older pas
tors’ wives get along equally well
with their husbands with a low in
cidence of misunderstandings. Only
a small number of younger women
“ thought some about divorce,” and
an even smaller proportion (6 per
cent) had “ given it serious thought.”
17. About 70 percent of pastors’
w ives— young and o ld — enjoy the
parsonage life “ very much.” Only a
small proportion (4 percent) of youn
ger women “ do not like it.”
Although the age of the pastor’s
wife does make a difference, there are
also variables in education and the
size of the churches served. These
will be considered next month.
Next month:
Summary statement continued

Prejudice need not be overt to be dam aging or vicious. In fact, the
more subtle it is, the more it can hurt, because it means that it proceeds
from intelligent people— people who should know better.

— S ergio F ranco

A p ril, 1975
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By Ross W. Hayslip*
i s f i l l e d with unexplainable
m ysteries. T here are m any
events that I have observed that I do
not understand. Human beings in
their relationships often say and do
things that hurt each other, and be
cause of misunderstandings many
breaches in lives of individuals are
produced.
One o f life’s greatest conundrums
is “ Why do people act as they d o ?”
You can spend time and energy in
seeking the solution to this puzzle,
and end up in frustration.
Long ago God helped me to see the
value of taking all of these events and
happenings that I cannot understand
and placing them in a figurative
package. It is a package that has
grown larger as the years pass.
Once I put one of these items in
the package, God has helped me to
dismiss it from my apprehension. I
have resolved not to open the pack
age or to reexamine its contents. As
ife
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the road of life stretches out, I see
many people assume attitudes and
indulge in actions that I do not un
derstand. It doesn’t make sense to me
as I seek to reconcile these things in
my mind. I find that the process of
rationalization is a dangerous and
disappointing activity that can end
only in frustration.
How much more satisfying to add
it to the package and let God take
care of it! You can rest assured that
if you place these things that are
beyond your comprehension into the
hands of God you need not worry
about misjudgments on your part.
God has a vantage point that is far
different from the one that we oc
cupy. While men judge motives from
actions, God evaluates actions from
motives. Only God can see the mo
tive.
I am limited by my humanity. My
knowledge is only that which comes
to me through my physical senses
and emotional reactions. Knowing
this, I must be willing to admit it
freely to myself. Then I can realize
that it is beyond me.
I have full confidence in the God
that I love and serve. M y com m it
ment to Him takes in the things that
I see and understand and these un
explainable mysteries as well. I’ll let
Him hold the package. Its contents
are no longer my concern. It is all in
His hands!
The P re a ch e r’s M agazine
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By C. NEIL STRAIT __________
P a sto r, T a y lo r A v e n u e C h u rc h o f the N a za re n e , R a c in e , W is.

When Jesus Passes By
he sto ry

of

Z acch aeu s

in Luke

19:1-10 commends itself to us in
T
a number of ways. Consider these:
1. There is the desperate man,
Zacchaeus. One of the most hated of
the region, because he was a tax col
lector. Hence he was a lonely man.
Wealthy maybe, but apparently un
happy. This is a picture of sin and
the desperation it breeds.
2. There is the discerning Master,
Jesus. He knew where Zacchaeus
was. Jesus knows where we are in our
pilgrimage. He discerned that Zac
chaeus was “ lost.” But William Bar
clay reminds us that “ lost” doesn’t
mean damned or doomed. Instead,
it means “ out of place.” Jesus knew
that Zacchaeus was “ out of place”
due to sin; he needed the Master’s
touch to put things right.
3. There is the divine moment in
the life of Zacchaeus. A moment
when darkness turned to life, when
futility was replaced with forgiveness,
when sin gave way to salvation. One
divine moment when life makes up
its mind— and is forever changed.
4. A co n clu d in g th o u g h t— Zac
chaeus was forever changed because
he meant business. He was deter
mined to do more than the law com 
manded (v. 8), and it brought a new
and deeper dimension to his growth.
Joshua: God’ s Man for God’ s Plan
Here’s some thoughts from Joshua
1:2, NASB.* It begins with (1) a
A pril, 1975

great predicament: “ Moses M y ser
vant is dead.” (2) A great plea: “ Now
therefore arise . . .” (3) A great plan:
“ Cross this Jordan.” And (4) A great
promise: “ Cross this Jordan, you and
all this people, to the land which I
am giving to them .”
Only two comments need to be
made. First, the Jordan flows south
and m eans “ d e s ce n d in g .” C ould
G od’s advice to Joshua, “ Cross this
Jordan,” represent that moment of
yielding in a man’s life—when he
surrenders, when he dies out to sin,
when he descends from the tower of
self and crosses over into the Canaan
experience of the sanctified life, and
leaves the lowlands forever? Not un
til a man has a “ crossing of the Jor
dan” in his experience does he begin
the ascent of spiritual growth.
E.
Stanley Jones so aptly titled
his autobiography A Song o f Ascents.
Dynamic Christian living is ascend
ing.
A second thought—the promise to
Joshua was “ Cross this Jordan, you
and all this people, to the land which
I am giving to them . . .” Land rep
resents sta b ility , w ealth, n ou rish 
ment, strength, health.
The promise of the Holy Spirit is
that our lives will be filled with all
the fullness of God, where we are
obedient to His bidding.
‘ From the N ew A m erican Standard Bible, cop y
right © T he Lockm an Foundation, 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971.
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Something to Think About
Walter D. Wagoner, in his stimu
lating book Say a Good Word for
Jesus, has some good advice for
churches seeking a pastor. It was a
challenge to me, so I pass it on.
“ Seek a person who can carry on
an intelligent conversation with the
world.
“ Being in intelligent conversation
with the world works both ways: that
we know what is going on in the
world around us, and that those
around us understand what we are
saying and doing.
“ Seek a person who has the hand
some faculty of being fully human.

“ Seek a man who is ‘ . . . fresh and
alive and in love with life.’ ” **
An Old Testament Text
There is a delightful verse in 1
Sam. 9:27. From it I pass on this bit
of outline:
1. Preparation— “ . . . stand thou
still a while.”
2. Promise— “ . . . that I may shew
thee the word of G od.”
3. Provision—“ . . . the word of
G od.” Whatever a man has been
called to, there is something here he
needs to heed.
**W alter D. W agoner, Say a G ood Word for Jesus,
Pilgrim Press, 1973, pp. 115-16.

IN Tl 1 E ^ STUDY
Looking at Our Lord in Luke
A p ril 6
T W O K IN D S O F JO Y (10:17, 21)
S c r ip tu r e :

being done. Our greatest joy should come,
not from personal accomplishment, but
from the progress of the Kingdom .

Luke 10:17-24

All three Synoptic Gospels
describe the mission o f the 12 apostles,
whom Jesus sent to the towns of Galilee
(M att. 10:1-15; Mark 6:7-13; Luke 9:16). But only Luke records the later send
ing of the Seventy (or 72, as some of the
oldest Greek manuscripts have) into Pe
rea. The story of this is given in Luke
I n tr o d u c tio n :

I.

T h e J o y o f t h e D i s c i p l e s (v. 17)
Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem for
the last time. In Luke 9:51 we read that
“ when the time was come that he should
be received up, he stedfastly set his face

10 : 1 - 12 .

Our scripture lesson today describes
the return of these messengers together
with their reactions and Jesus’ reactions.
Both rejoiced. But it was a different
kind of joy in each case. That o f the dis
ciples was proud joy in a great accom 
plishment. That of Jesus was a humble
joy in the realization of the Father’s will
24
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to go to Jerusalem.” He knew that it
meant suffering and death at the end of
the road, but He marched resolutely
toward the goal. His primary purpose in
coming to earth was to die on the Cross
as an atoning Sacrifice for men’s sins.
Now that purpose must be carried out,
regardless o f the personal cost.
The Samaritans were unfriendly to
Galilean pilgrims who were headed for
Jerusalem to attend the sacred festivals
there (vv. 52-53). Because of this, it
would appear that Jesus and the disci
ples crossed over the Jordan River and
went down the east side.
As t h e y n e a r e d P e r e a ( l i t e r a l l y ,
“ across” ), on the east of the Jordan op 
posite Judea, Jesus sent messengers
ahead of Him “ into every city and place,
whither he himself would com e” (10:1).
He wanted them to prepare the way for
His brief ministry in Perea, since His
remaining tim e was very limited.
Now the 70 short-term missionaries
were returning. They had had a success
ful mission, and they were rejoicing over
it. Enthusiastically they said, “ Lord,
even the demons submit to us in your
name” (v. 17, NIV).*
To this joyful report Jesus gave first a
positive reply: “ I beheld Satan as light
ning fall from heaven” (v. 18). The
kingdom of God was toppling Satan’s
kingdom. The prince of the power o f the
air was not only a fallen creature from the
past; he was now a doom ed enemy of
God. Divine power was stronger than
demon power.
In these chaotic days of Satan worship
and demon possession in the United
States and Europe, we need to remind
ourselves of this fact. The devil is power
ful, far stronger than man. But Christ is
all-powerful, and He will sometime de
stroy Satan (Rev. 20:10). Meanwhile the
archenemy of mankind is already a
defeated foe, toppled from his throne by
the coming of Christ to earth. (The Greek
word for fall is literally “ having fallen.”
He has already been cast down from
heaven.)
Jesus went on to say to His disciples
that He had given them “ power . . . over
*From The N ew International Version, copyright
© 1973 by N ew York B ible Society International.
Used by perm ission.
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all the power of the enemy” (v. 19). What
more can we ask than that?
But then the Master sounded another
note, which seems almost like a reproof
(v. 20). The greatest cause for rejoicing is
not the working of miracles, but the fact
that our names are written in heaven.
This is the greatest miracle of all.
II.

T h e J o y o f t h e M a s t e r (v. 21)
At that time Jesus “ rejoiced in spirit.”
But the oldest Greek manuscripts have
“ rejoiced in the Holy Spirit.” Since the
Greek verb for “ rejoice” is a strong term,
T h e N ew In tern a tio n a l V ersion has:
“ Jesus, full of joy through the Holy
Spirit.” * Then He expressed His joy to
the Father, not because o f spectacular
miracles, but because His Heavenly Fa
ther had revealed these things to “ babes”
— humble people like His disciples. This
is one of the great glories of the gospel.
While many intellectuals and politicians
spurn the message o f salvation, the Good
News comes to the poor and the needy.
It is for anyone who will accept it.
Instead of proudly rejoicing in our ac
complishments, whatever they may be,
we should joyously express our thanks
for the privilege of being G od’s redeemed
children.

A p ril 13
T H R E E P H IL O S O P H IE S O F L IFE
(10:37)
S c r ip tu r e :

Luke 10:25-37

Bad designs on the part
of opponents often bring about real bless
ings. It was so in this case. A “ lawyer” —
that is, a man who was expert in inter
preting the M osaic law— stood up to test
Jesus. He asked, “ M aster” — the Greek
word means “ teacher” — “ what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?”
Wisely Jesus answered: “ What is writ
ten in the Law? How do you read it?”
(NIV)* The question might well be asked
o f us, “ How do you read the Bible? What
does it say to you ?”
The teacher o f the Law answered by
quoting what Jesus elsewhere described
as the “ first” and “ second” com m and
ments of the Law (Mark 12:28-31). We
In tr o d u c tio n :
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are to love God with all our being and
love our neighbor as ourselves. Christ told
the questioner that if he did this he would
have life.
Unfortunately, this religious leader
wanted to justify himself. So he asked,
“ And who is my neighbour?” We may be
thankful for this question, for in answer
to it Jesus gave the matchless parable o f
the Good Samaritan, one of the bestknown and most meaningful o f all His
parables. (Recount the parable.)
This parable reveals three basic philo
sophies of life:
I. G r a b b in g ( v . 3 0 )

The philosophy of the robber was:
“ W hat’s yours is mine, and I’ll take it.”
II. K e e p in g ( v v . 3 1 -3 2 )

The philosophy of the priest and the
Levite was: “ W hat’s mine is mine, and
I’ll keep it.”
III. S h a r in g ( v v . 3 3 -3 5 )

The philosophy of the Samaritan was:
“ W hat’s mine is yours, and I’ll share it.”
T h e s e th r e e p h ilo s o p h ie s ca n b e
summed up even more briefly. That of
the robber’s was: “ Beat him up.” That
o f the priest and the Levite was: “ Pass
him up.” That of the Samaritan was:
“ Pick him u p .”
Too many godless people have the first
philosophy. T oo often, church members
have the second. But actually, they som e
times display the first, beating people
down with their harsh, critical judg
ments.
But let’s zero in on the second: “ Pass
him up.” When the priest saw the poor
victim lying beside the road, he may well
have said: “ Why, I offered a sacrifice for
that man the other day at the Temple.
I’ve done my duty by him .” So he went
on down to Jericho, where thousands of
priests lived in its warm, pleasant cli
mate.
In much the same way, we too often
take the attitude that if people will come
to our church we will be glad to minister
to them. But as long as all the church
activity is carried on inside four walls,
the masses will be left lying outside, lost
in their sins.
The Levite may have glanced at the
bleeding body beside the road and said
26

to himself: Well, he’s too far gone for
help. And he, too, walked on to his home.
Do we give up too easily on seemingly
hopeless cases? Do we say, “ It’s no use
trying to get him saved” ? Is this really
due to selfish unconcern?
In contrast to these two men, the
Samaritan did three things. First, he
“ went to him .” That is what Jesus, the
Good Samaritan, did for us. He came to
earth, where we were, and actually into
our humanity.
If we are going to help people, we must
first go where they are— not in church,
but at school, at the office or shop, and
most importantly, in their homes. There
we must minister to them.
Second, the Samaritan poured into the
m an’s wounds the antiseptic wine and
the healing olive oil, and then bandaged
the wounds. He took care o f the victim ’s
immediate needs.
Third, he set the man on his own beast,
took him to an inn, and took care of him.
Follow-up work is essential for success
ful evangelism. T oo many new converts
finally succum b to tem ptation and are
lost simply because no one cares for them
after they are saved. The Good Samari
tan even made provision for the contin
ued care of the man he had rescued. This
is one o f the finest improvements that
Billy Graham has made to his evangelis
tic crusades.
The teacher of the Law had asked,
“ W ho is my neighbour?” (v. 29). Now
Jesus turned this around and asked him
which one of the three— priest, Levite, or
Samaritan— was neighbor to the robbed
man. The self-righteous Pharisee would
not say, “ The Samaritan,” for the Jews
had nothing to do with Samaritans (John
4:9). So he answered, “ He that shewed
mercy on him .” Jesus told him, “ Go,
and do thou likewise.” And that is what
He is saying to us today: “ Be a neighbor
to everyone who needs your help.”

April 20
P E R S E V E R A N C E IN P R A Y E R (11:9)
S c r ip tu r e :

Luke 11:1-13

One of the outstanding
characteristics o f Luke’s Gospel is its

In tr o d u c tio n :
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emphasis on prayer. This is reflected in
the greater attention given to both Jesus’
prayer life and His teachings on prayer.
Six times Luke mentions His praying,
where the other Gospels do not. Luke
also gives the only parables on prayer—
three of them that are found in the Gos
pels.
The scripture lesson today illustrates
both of these factors. Matthew gives the
prayer that Jesus taught His disciples.
But Luke prefaces it by giving the occa 
sion for it: Jesus was praying in a certain
place, and when He finished His disci
ples said, “ Lord, teach us to pray.” As a
result we h ave the s o -ca lle d L o r d ’ s
Prayer, plus one of the three parables on
prayer. The other two are in the eigh
teenth chapter of Luke.
The one found here is called the para
ble of the importunate friend. It has
three main parts.
I. T h e R e q u e s t ( v v . 5 -6 )

Jesus told about a man who found
himself in an unexpected predicament.
Late one night he was roused from sleep
to find a friend from a distance standing
at his door. This friend was “ in his jour
ney” (K JV). But the Greek suggests
“ out of his way” (ex hodou). Perhaps the
reason he appeared so late was that he
had lost his way somewhere.
In many homes today the latecomer
would have been shown to his room and
wished a good night’s rest. But the cu l
ture of that time and place demanded
that anyone who came to the door must
be offered something to eat. T o neglect
this hospitality would be a disgrace.
However, in those days there were no
refrigerators in the homes, and so food
was not usually kept overnight. The sit
uation was very embarrassing. What
could be done? In desperation the homeawner hurried over to rouse his neighbor
and get some food. Perhaps the neighbor
had a larger family and would be more
apt to have something left over.
But why did the man ask for three bis
cuit “ loaves” ? The answer is simple. To
be polite, he must sit down with his
friend and eat with him. But courtesy
also required that he offer his guest a sec
ond biscuit when he finished the first. So
three loaves were needed.
April, 1975

II. T h e R e f u s a l (v . 7)
Unhappy at being wakened at m id
night, the neighbor called out, “ Stop
bothering m e !” The door was locked for
the night, and his children were in bed
with him. This was literally true. In the
ord in a ry P a lestin ia n h om e, th e on ly
“ b ed ” was a blanket or quilt spread out
on the floor. All the family would lie down
together and pull a big blanket over
them. If the man got up, he would dis
turb the whole group. So he called back
to the man outside, “ I can’t get up and
give you anything.”
III. T h e R e w a r d ( v . 8 )
The distracted host was not to be put
off. This was a real emergency! So he
just kept on calling for help.
Finally the neighbor decided that if
he was going to get any more sleep that
night he had better get up and grant the
man’s request. Once he got up, he was
ready to give the man whatever he
wanted.
Jesus said that the final compliance
with the request was not due to friend
ship between the two neighbors, but
rather to the man’s “ importunity.” The
Greek word anaidia is found only here in
the New Testament. It literally means
“ shamelessness.” The host was so des
p era te th at he p ersevered in asking
shamelessly at midnight until he re
ceived.
T hen Jesus m ade the a p p lica tio n :
“ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you” (v. 9). The three im 
peratives— ask, seek, knock— suggested
three degrees in intensity of praying.
Sometimes we merely “ ask,” and the
answer comes quickly. At other times we
have to “ seek” in continued, prolonged
prayer. This draws us nearer the Lord
and so has great spiritual value. But
there are also occasions on which we
have to “ knock” desperately for divine
help. This suggests fasting and praying,
for instance. It is an interesting coinci
dence that in English, though not in
Greek, the initial letters of these three
verbs form an acrostic: A -S -K .
The concluding words in v. 13 are
beautiful. If earthly (“ evil” ) parents
give good gifts to their children, “ how
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much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
h im ?”

April 27
T H E FO LLY O F R E F O R M A T IO N
(11 :24 -26)
S c r ip t u r e :

Luke 1 1 :1 4 -2 6

Jesus drove a demon out
of a man who could not speak. When the
demon left, the man began to talk. This
made the people marvel.
But “ some o f them ” — Pharisees, as we
learn from Matthew— had an explanation
for it: Jesus was driving out demons by
the power of Beelzebub, the prince of
demons.
Christ countered their criticism by
pointing out the absurdity of their ac
cusation. If Satan was opposing himself,
his kingdom would fall. Then He said,
“ But if I with the finger [power] o f God
cast out devils [demons], no doubt the
kingdom of God is com e upon you”
(v. 20).
Then He went on to show the folly o f
reformation without regeneration. He did
so by painting a picture in homely terms.
In t r o d u c t io n :

The primary application that Jesus
probably had in mind was to the Jews of
His day. In the Babylonian captivity
they had expelled their ancient besetting
sin— idolatry. They had gone all out for
legal righteousness. But because they
did not have their hearts filled with G od ’s
presence, they succumbed to the demons
o f formalism, racial prejudice, greed,
hypocrisy, jealousy, pride, and hate. The
result was the destruction of Jerusalem
in a . d . 70, and the scattering of the Jews
to the ends o f the earth.
But what do Jesus’ words here say to
us? Elsewhere ( Wesleyan Bible Com m en
tary, IV: 61) we have suggested a rele
van t a p p lic a tio n . “ T h e w arn ing for
individuals is that reformation is not
enough. One must not only cast off bad
habits, but allow his heart to be filled
with Jesus Christ and his life with worth
while activity. Otherwise he will find
himself a victim of worse habits than
before. No heart can long stay empty.
One’s only safety lies in keeping both
heart and life filled with the good, that
there may be no room for the b a d .”

I. E x p u l s i o n (v . 24 )

Jesus talked about a demon leaving a
man, and finally deciding to return. Was
this a warning to the one out of whom
He had just cast a demon (v. 14)? It was
not enough for the man to be delivered
from demon possession; he must now fill
his life with good conduct.
II. E m p t in e s s (v . 2 5 )
When the unclean spirit came back to
the man’s heart (or life), he found it
swept and “ garnished.” The last word in
the Greek means “ arranged in orderly
fashion.” But Matthew adds a very sig
nificant note; he says it was “ em pty.”
And an empty house is a target for un
wanted intruders.
III. E v il (v . 2 6 )
Finding the spacious house empty, the
demon went and gathered seven demons
worse than himself. Together they took
possession of the premises. The result
was that the last state of the man was
worse than the first.
28

Christian Is the Name!
In t r o d u c t io n :

1. The followers of Christ were called
disciples.
Disciples means “ learners” or “ schol
ars.”
This is still a mark of His true fol
lowers. They are the learners; He is the
Teacher.
2. They were called Christians at An
tioch.
This was probably 20 years after the
resurrection o f Christ.
3. They were called Brethren.
While Jesus was with the disciples, the
expression “ brethren” related to their
immediate relation to Him.
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When He departed from them, they
began to use the name to express their
relation one to the other, thus revealing
their common tie to the Father as broth
ers united together in Him.
4. They were called Believers.
This is the name the Apostle Paul
gave the faithful followers o f Christ.
5. They were called Saints.
For they sought to be separated, puri
fied, and consecrated— all these elements
are united in sainthood. A single saint
will fill a whole congregation with belief
in Christ, as a single rose will fill a room
with its fragrance.
Of all these names which prevailed in
the New Testament times, the one that
has penetrated the gospel o f Christ with
force is the name Christian. This name
has come to be the standing name for a
follower of Christ.
I. T

N
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am e

“ C

h r is t ia n ”

W

as

P

ro



p h e t ic .

A. This name was not given by Jews,
for they had already named the
followers o f Christ “ Nazarenes,”
a word derived from N azareth—
out o f which, according to their
p rov erb , no g ood th in g co u ld
come.
B. There was, however, an element
o f Jewish truth in the name Chris
tian, for it was in Israel that the
great hope o f Christ arose.
C. There was also a Greek element
in it, for the Jewish term M es
siah had to be translated into
Greek— the Greek Christos being
the equivalent of the Hebrew
word which we call Messiah.
D. There is also a Roman element
in the word Christian, for the
word, having a Greek root, has a
Roman ending. It is possible that
the word was spoken by a Greek
speaking Roman who character
ized the strange new Jewish sect
that was making such a stir in
the city.
II.

The

N am e

“ C h r is tia n ”

t h e F a c t T h a t C h r is t

Is

C . Are they saints ? Then they should
obtain likeness to Him as the
standard o f holiness. This name
includes all the others— besides,
it contains the name that is above
every name.
III.

W h o T h e n W ill D e s e rv e th e N am e
“ C

?

What Now, Christian?
S c r ip tu r e :

Col. 3:1-17
Directed to Christians

I n tr o d u c tio n :

E m p h a s iz e s

I. T
T

o f A l l R e lig io u s T r u t h .

h r is t ia n ”

A. He who is called disciple and
willingly learns of Him.
B. He who is called brother, who
loves Christ and his fellowman.
C. He who is called believer, who
has accepted the testimony told
o f Christ and receives Him as
Lord and Master.
D. He who is called saint, who is
different from the world, and
develops like the Master in holi
ness of heart and character.
1. As disciples, we thirst for all
truth.
2. As brethren, we purge our
selves of selfness (selfishness)
and spend our love for God
and man.
3. As believers, we make the full
ness that is in Christ Jesus our
own.
4. As saints, we shed abroad the
gentleness and purity of Jesus,
that others will take knowl
edge that we have been with
Him.
5. As Christians, we bring the
message o f reconciliation to all
mankind.
R a l p h J. F e r r i o l i

th e C en ter

A. Are they brethren? Then they are
connected with one another by
being connected to Him.
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B. Are they believers? He then must
be the prime Object of their
faith.

hey
h in g s

A

re

A

to

S et

A

f f e c t io n s

on

bove.

A. We do have control over affec
tions.
B. Jesus warned that where treasure
is, there also is the heart.
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C. Heavenly treasure and affection
assure the heart.
In order for them to set affections
above:
II.

T h ey M u st M o r tify

th e

F le s h .

A. This means to kill or “ die out.”
1. They must do it themselves.
2. Must die out to carnal nature.
B. Some things done away with:
1. Lust of flesh— preoccupation
with sex
2. Love of world (covetousness)—
God calls it idolatry.
3. I n o r d in a t e p a s s io n — hate,
malice
C. These done away with because:
1. G o d ’ s w rath is u p on these
things.
2. We want a new walk.
D. Command directed to Christians
— indicates second work.
1. God could do it all at once, if
we sought.
2. Limitation seems to be on
man; Paul writes frequently to
carnal Christians. We accept
salvation as free gift, unaware
of cost of discipleship. Sui
cide to self is painful.
3. Examples seem to bear out
second experience:
Bible: Jacob, Paul, Corinthi
ans
History: M oody, Graham
This is one side of the same experience,
and then by faith:

III.

T h ey A re t o P u t O n th e N ew M an.

A. This new man in the image of
God; therefore it is holy (pure) vs.
mature.
B. It is characterized by love (vv.
12-13).
C. It is comm on ground for all Chris
tians (v. 11). Both a duty (com 
manded) and a privilege
(provided by fullness of Holy
Spirit).
C

o n c l u s io n :

1.
Three types illustrated here: un
saved (im plied); saved and carnal (fol
lowing self); saved and sanctified (con 
trolled by Holy Spirit).
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2. God desires all to be in the last
category.
3. Only you and God know.
4. W ould you like to move up?
P a u l N. V a i l

B U LLE TIN

a

B AR REL

GOD IS THERE
In the happiness o f living,
When the mom ents seem so fair,
And the heart sings out in rapture,
GOD IS THERE!
In the troubles that confound us,
In our worry and despair,
When we long for help and comfort,
GOD IS THERE!
So whatever lot befalls us,
W e can trust His loving care;
And be sure in joys and trials,
GOD IS THERE!
Selected
I still just cannot understand
W hy some— so easily—
Can stay at home on Sunday nights
To watch that old T V .
W e need not love the preacher;
H e’ s human— that’ s okay.
But L O V E R S O F T H E G O SP E L
Just could not stay aw ay.
W e hope all careless members
W ill take a prayerful look
A t that A T T E N D A N C E R E C O R D
T h ey’ re writing in God’ s book.
It will be so em barrassing,
I f they should make it through,
To have the angel have to ask:
“ Hey, stranger, who are you ?”

J. E. Ferguson

Make no mistake about it— the Chris
tian life is a warfare. Either we’re in it to
con q u er for C h rist or w e ’ re y ield in g
ground to the enemy. T o win this ideolog
ical battle we need Christians who spe
The P re a ch e r’s M agazine

cialize in obedience, live by faith, and
take their Bible seriously. They must be
like the first-century Christians who knew

the Spirit of God personally, followed
His leading, and obeyed instantly.
— R o b e r t A. C o o k

A N D ‘j j

A

AMONG B O OK S
Conducted by the Editor

All books reviewed may be ordered from
your Publishing House

Behold the Man
(People, Politics, and Events
Surrounding the Life o f Jesus)

By George Cornell (Word Books, Waco,
Tex., 1974. 206 pp., cloth, $5.95.)
George Cornell is an Associated Press
religion writer and an Episcopalian lay
man. His book reflects research in Jewish
and Roman culture, and together with
biblical scholarship, helps him to weave a
tapestry of reality around the life of Jesus
and the time in which He lived. The book
is written in journalistic style, and is easy
to read. The interesting feature is the
unique manner o f com bining the scrip
tural record with the extrabiblical m a
terial to provide realistic insights into
the life o f Jesus and those whose lives
touched His. Seldom heard facts, for
example, about Joseph are drawn from
the research into Jewish customs as well
as the biblical account. The author be
lieves the story of Jesus— the greatest
ever t o l d — has som etim es su ffered
through its isolation from its historical
context. This is worth reading.
J. M.

The Englishman’s Hebrew-English
Old Testament, Genesis— 2 Samuel
By Joseph M agil (Zondervan Publishing
House, 1974. 912 pp., cloth, $19.95.)
A pril, 1975

This text is not an interlinear; rather it
is a two-column arrangement, the H e
brew on the right and the English trans
lation on the same line on the left. It is
recommended for the individual who has
had the basic grammar of biblical H e
brew, who has not been able to take ad
ditional courses in the language, and who
wishes to continue using the original text
for study and sermonic preparation pur
poses. It is also recommended to the stu
dent who is in the beginning stage of his
study and use of the Hebrew Bible; it
can serve as a valuable aid in getting
“ over the hum p” and in developing
one’s facility with biblical Hebrew, if one
does not permit it to become a crutch.
This text should also serve well in en
abling those who have laid their Hebrew
aside to pick it up again rather easily.
The translation in one column and the
Hebrew in another is a better tool for the
individual with a limited working knowl
edge o f Hebrew than an interlinear.
H a r v e y E. F i n l e y

The New International Dictionary
of the Christian Church
J. D. Douglas, gen. editor (Zondervan
Publishing House, 1974. 1,074 pp., cloth,
$24.95.)
A one-volume reference work which
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sets out to give information not easily
available elsewhere in such convenient
form. There are 4,800 articles by 180
scholars from the U.S.A., Canada, and
the United Kingdom . As might be ex
pected in such a vast undertaking, the
book lacks detail in some instances where
one might wish to find it. For example,
there is nothing about the merger of the
Wesleyan M ethodist church with the
Pilgrim Holiness church, and only a line
or two about the Wesleyan church. The
Free Methodists are not mentioned. The
Brethren in Christ get a paragraph, and
the Church of the Nazarene is given a fair
description based on Tim othy Sm ith’s
history. The Holy Spirit is treated in a
section under that heading, but nothing
much is included of the events described
in Acts 2. Glasgow University’s Dr. W il
liam Barclay gives the book a nod of ap
proval, suggesting that it should be
“ very useful indeed. . . . T o turn over the
pages is to discover the enormous number
of things about which one knows nothing.
. . . It is clear, concise, comprehensive.”
J. M .

Preachers’ Exchange
W A N T E D — Copy of the book, Happy
Day, by C. A. M cC onnell.— Rev. W . E.
Rothman, 2821 Sunnydale Dr., St. Jo
seph, M ich. 49085.
W A N T E D — B ib lica l Illu stra to r, H e 
brews, Vol. 2; and Romans, Vol. 2.— Rev.
Ire L. True, Jr., 411 E. A cacia Ave., Glen
dale, Calif. 91205.
Items for this Exchange m ay be either W A N T E D
or FO R SALE , but must be confined to old periodi
cals and out-of-print books. All response should be
directly with the advertiser and not with this office
or the N azarene Publishing House. W e are glad to
render this free service on these term s. T his service
not available to bookstores or laym en.

• In the S tre am of the S p irit

Christians today can discover som e of
the implications of the Holy Spirit’s
power in their lives.
• C h rist in the Pulpit

COMING
next month

Hiding the preacher behind the Cro ss
will allow hungry souls to see Je su s
more clearly.
• G od ’s P attern for C h u rch Board
M em bers

An installation sermon which should
ch a lle n g e ch u rch o ffic ia ls to g ive
them selves unselfishly to the Lo rd ’s
work
• S tartin g Point

Seed thoughts on the basic aspects of
the Pentecostal experience
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AM O N G OURSELVES

Last month a new series of articles was introduced with
out fanfare, but it is already attracting attention and making
its im pact on our readers. Dr. C. S. Cowles presents this
month his second in a series on the “ Call to Servanthood,”
declaring that the only way to true happiness is through
genuine servanthood. Some of our brothers have missed this
point. Their focus of attention has been upon the excitement
of being “ at the top,” and they have found emptiness and
disillusionment because something precious is missing. They
have sacrificed servanthood on the altars of “ success” (p. 8).
The more of these articles on servanthood we read, the more
impressed we are with their importance to us. We hope you
feel the same way. Even the planning of our sanctuary can be
done with this approach in our minds. Why bring people into
a place of worship where they cannot see or hear very well,
and expect God to bless them? Hire an architect who is
familiar with our evangelistic methods—not one who thinks
we want a church that resembles a poor man’s Basilica of
St. Peter’s! Thanks for reminding us, Professor Guess (p. 13).
A blending of the very practical with the instructional and
the inspirational. It all comes your way with a prayer that it
may be of help right there in your part of His vineyard.
Yours for souls,

“Livir\g with'
Bible Heroe/”
OLU

ALDERSGATE
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VBS 1975 IS:
(A) to devote more time to Christian teaching.
(B) to reach unchurched boys and girls and parents.
(C) to guide children in the experiences of salvation.
(D) to discover and train additional workers.
(E) to gain new members for the church.
(F) all of the above.
(F) all of the above

To accomplish these worthy goals —

START PLANNING NOW

1975 V B S Introductory Packet
P roviding VBS d ire c to rs and su p e rviso rs w ith a preview o f all the ex
citin g new m aterials in clu din g : T hem e F ilm strip and Record . . .
Superintendent’s Notes . . . T ea ch e rs’ M anuals . . . P u p ils’ Books
. . . T hem e M old . . . P rom o tio n a l A ids . . . M usic . . . C a ta lo g /P la n book . . . O rd e r Form.
NONRETURNABLE •

V-475

A $15.83 value

Lim ite d one to a ch u rch

Only $5.95

O ther le sso n -co rre la te d visual aids and a ctivitie s im p o rta n t to y o u r e arly p la n nin g sessions
H-1586

M ASTER C R A FT K IT includes m aterials to c o m p le te all crafts.

H-1595

C O M B IN A T IO N OFFER (M aster C ra ft K it— In tro d u cto ry Packet)

V-1175
V-2275
V-3375

N ursery Teaching Packet
Kindergarten Teaching Packet
Prim ary Teaching Packet

A $15.86 value. O NLY $10.95
A $31.69 value, O NLY $15.95
V-4475
V-5575

Ju n io r Teaching Packet
Teen Teaching Packet

V B S — Why, What, How? (W o rke r’s H a n d b oo k)
N O TE: All supplies should be ordered TWO M O N THS in advance of your VBS.

A v ailab le from your Publishing House

Each, $2.50
$1.50

ORDER NOW!

